
LIVING RECIPIENT BIOS



Sergeant First Class Adkins distinguished himself during the period 9 March 1966 to 12 March 
1966 during combat operations at Camp A Shau, Republic of Vietnam. When the camp was 
attacked by a large Viet Cong force, Sergeant First Class Adkins rushed through intense 
hostile fire and manned a mortar position. Although he was wounded, he ran through 
exploding mortar rounds and dragged several of his comrades to safety. When the hostile fire 
subsided, Sergeant First Class Adkins exposed himself to sporadic sniper fire and carried his 
wounded comrades to the camp dispensary. During the evacuation of a seriously wounded 
American, Sergeant First Class Adkins maneuvered outside the camp walls to draw fire and 
successfully covered the rescue. During the early morning hours of 10 March 1966, a Viet 
Cong regiment launched their main attack. Within two hours, Sergeant First Class Adkins was 
the only man firing a mortar weapon. Although he was painfully wounded and most of his 
crew was killed or wounded, he fought off the fanatical waves of attacking Viet Cong. After 
withdrawing to a communications bunker where several Americans were attempting to fight 
off a company of Viet Cong, Sergeant First Class Adkins killed numerous insurgents with his 
suppressive fire. Running extremely low on ammunition, he returned to the mortar pit, 
gathered the vital ammunition, and ran through intense fire back to the communications 
bunker. After being ordered to evacuate the camp, all signal equipment and classified 
documents were destroyed. Sergeant First Class Adkins and a small group of men fought 
their way out of the camp and evaded the Viet Cong for two days until they were rescued by 
a helicopter. Sergeant First Class Adkins' extraordinary heroism in close combat against a 
numerically superior hostile force was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

ADKINS, BENNIE G.
Rank: Sergeant First Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Detachment A-102

Division: 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 
1st Special Forces

Born: 1 February 1934, Waurika, Okla.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Waurika, Oklahoma

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 09/15/2014

Accredited To:

Place / Date: Camp A Shau, Republic of 
Vietnam, March 9-12, 1966



BACA, JOHN P.
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company D, 1st Battalion
Division: 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division

Born: 10 January 1949, Providence, R.I.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Fort Ord, Calif.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 06/15/1971

Accredited To: California
Place / Date: Phuoc Long Province, Republic 

of Vietnam, 10 February 1970

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Sp4c. Baca, Company D, distinguished himself while serving on a recoilless rifle 
team during a night ambush mission A platoon from his company was sent to investigate the 
detonation of an automatic ambush device forward of his unit's main position and soon came 
under intense enemy fire from concealed positions along the trail. Hearing the heavy firing 
from the platoon position and realizing that his recoilless rifle team could assist the members 
of the besieged patrol, Sp4c. Baca led his team through the hail of enemy fire to a firing 
position within the patrol's defensive perimeter. As they prepared to engage the enemy, a 
fragmentation grenade was thrown into the midst of the patrol. Fully aware of the danger to 
his comrades, Sp4c. Baca unhesitatingly, and with complete disregard for his own safety, 
covered the grenade with his steel helmet and fell on it as the grenade exploded, thereby 
absorbing the lethal fragments and concussion with his body. His gallant action and total 
disregard for his personal well-being directly saved 8 men from certain serious injury or 
death. The extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by Sp4c. Baca, at the risk of his 
life, are in the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on him, his 
unit, and the U.S. Army.



BALLARD, DONALD E.
Rank: Hospital Corpsman Second Class

Organization: U.S. Navy

Company: Company M, 3d Battalion
Division: 4th Marines, 3d Marine Division

Born: 5 December 1945, Kansas City, Mo.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Kansas City, Mo.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 05/14/1970

Accredited To: Kansas City, MO
Place / Date: Quang Tri Province, Republic of 

Vietnam, 16 May 1968

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a HC2c. with Company M, in connection with operations against enemy 
aggressor forces. During the afternoon hours, Company M was moving to join the remainder 
of the 3d Battalion in Quang Tri Province. After treating and evacuating 2 heat casualties, 
HC2c. Ballard was returning to his platoon from the evacuation landing zone when the 
company was ambushed by a North Vietnamese Army unit employing automatic weapons 
and mortars, and sustained numerous casualties. Observing a wounded marine, HC2c. 
Ballard unhesitatingly moved across the fire swept terrain to the injured man and swiftly 
rendered medical assistance to his comrade. HC2c. Ballard then directed 4 marines to carry 
the casualty to a position of relative safety. As the 4 men prepared to move the wounded 
marine, an enemy soldier suddenly left his concealed position and, after hurling a hand 
grenade which landed near the casualty, commenced firing upon the small group of men. 
Instantly shouting a warning to the marines, HC2c. Ballard fearlessly threw himself upon the 
lethal explosive device to protect his comrades from the deadly blast. When the grenade 
failed to detonate, he calmly arose from his dangerous position and resolutely continued his 
determined efforts in treating other marine casualties. HC2c. Ballard's heroic actions and 
selfless concern for the welfare of his companions served to inspire all who observed him 
and prevented possible injury or death to his fellow marines. His courage, daring initiative, 
and unwavering devotion to duty in the face of extreme personal danger, sustain and 
enhance the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.



BARNUM, HARVEY C., JR.
Rank: 1st Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps
Company: Company H, 2d Battalion

Division: 9th Marines, 3d Marine Division
Born: 21 July 1940, Cheshire, Conn.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Cheshire, Conn.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 02/27/1967
Accredited To:

Place / Date: Ky Phu in Quang Tin Province, 

Republic of Vietnam, 18 December 1965

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. When the company was suddenly pinned down by a hail of extremely accurate enemy 
fire and was quickly separated from the remainder of the battalion by over 500 meters of open 
and fire-swept ground, and casualties mounted rapidly. Lt. Barnum quickly made a hazardous 
reconnaissance of the area, seeking targets for his artillery. Finding the rifle company 
commander mortally wounded and the radio operator killed, he, with complete disregard for 
his safety, gave aid to the dying commander, then removed the radio from the dead operator 
and strapped it to himself. He immediately assumed command of the rifle company, and 
moving at once into the midst of the heavy fire, rallying and giving encouragement to all units, 
reorganized them to replace the loss of key personnel and led their attack on enemy positions 
from which deadly fire continued to come. His sound and swift decisions and his obvious calm 
served to stabilize the badly decimated units and his gallant example as he stood exposed 
repeatedly to point out targets served as an inspiration to all. Provided with 2 armed 
helicopters, he moved fearlessly through enemy fire to control the air attack against the firmly 
entrenched enemy while skillfully directing 1 platoon in a successful counterattack on the key 
enemy positions. Having thus cleared a small area, he requested and directed the landing of 2 
transport helicopters for the evacuation of the dead and wounded. He then assisted in the 
mopping up and final seizure of the battalion's objective. His gallant initiative and heroic 
conduct reflected great credit upon himself and were in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service.



BEIKIRCH, GARY B.
Rank: Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company B
Division: 5th Special Forces Group, 1st Special 

Forces
Born: 29 August 1947, Rochester, N.Y.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Buffalo, N.Y.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/15/1973
Accredited To: Buffalo, NY

Place / Date: Kontum Province, Republic of 

Vietnam, 1 April 1970

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty. Sgt. Beikirch, medical aidman, Detachment B-24, Company B, distinguished 
himself during the defense of Camp Dak Seang. The allied defenders suffered a number of 
casualties as a result of an intense, devastating attack launched by the enemy from well-
concealed positions surrounding the camp. Sgt. Beikirch, with complete disregard for his 
personal safety, moved unhesitatingly through the withering enemy fire to his fallen 
comrades, applied first aid to their wounds and assisted them to the medical aid station. 
When informed that a seriously injured American officer was lying in an exposed position, 
Sgt. Beikirch ran immediately through the hail of fire. Although he was wounded seriously by 
fragments from an exploding enemy mortar shell, Sgt. Beikirch carried the officer to a 
medical aid station. Ignoring his own serious injuries, Sgt. Beikirch left the relative safety of 
the medical bunker to search for and evacuate other men who had been injured. He was 
again wounded as he dragged a critically injured Vietnamese soldier to the medical bunker 
while simultaneously applying mouth-to-mouth resuscitation to sustain his life. Sgt. Beikirch
again refused treatment and continued his search for other casualties until he collapsed. 
Only then did he permit himself to be treated. Sgt. Beikirch's complete devotion to the 
welfare of his comrades, at the risk of his life are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.



BELLAVIA, DAVID G.
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army

Company:
Division: 1st Infantry Division

Born: Buffalo, New York 10 November 1975
Departed: No

Entered Service At: New York

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 06/25/2019

Accredited To: New York
Place / Date: Fallujah, Iraq, November 10, 2004

Staff Sergeant David G. Bellavia distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty on November 10, 2004, while serving as squad leader in support of Operation 
Phantom Fury in Fallujah, Iraq. While clearing a house, a squad from Staff Sergeant Bellavia’s platoon 
became trapped within a room by intense enemy fire coming from a fortified position under the stairs 
leading to the second floor. Recognizing the immediate severity of the situation, and with disregard for 
his own safety, Staff Sergeant Bellavia retrieved an automatic weapon and entered the doorway of the 
house to engage the insurgents. With enemy rounds impacting around him, Staff Sergeant Bellavia fired 
at the enemy position at a cyclic rate, providing covering fire that allowed the squad to break contact 
and exit the house. A Bradley Fighting Vehicle was brought forward to suppress the enemy; however, 
due to high walls surrounding the house, it could not fire directly at the enemy position. Staff Sergeant 
Bellavia then re-entered the house and again came under intense enemy fire. He observed an enemy 
insurgent preparing to launch a rocket-propelled grenade at his platoon. Recognizing the grave danger 
the grenade posed to his fellow soldiers, Staff Sergeant Bellavia assaulted the enemy position, killing one 
insurgent and wounding another who ran to a different part of the house. Staff Sergeant Bellavia, 
realizing he had an un-cleared, darkened room to his back, moved to clear it. As he entered, an 
insurgent came down the stairs firing at him. Simultaneously, the previously wounded insurgent 
reemerged and engaged Staff Sergeant Bellavia. Staff Sergeant Bellavia, entering further into the 
darkened room, returned fire and eliminated both insurgents. Staff Sergeant Bellavia then received 
enemy fire from another insurgent emerging from a closet in the darkened room. Exchanging gunfire, 
Staff Sergeant Bellavia pursued the enemy up the stairs and eliminated him. Now on the second floor, 
Staff Sergeant Bellavia moved to a door that opened onto the roof. At this point, a fifth insurgent leapt 
from the third floor roof onto the second floor roof. Staff Sergeant Bellavia engaged the insurgent 
through a window, wounding him in the back and legs, and caused him to fall off the roof. Acting on 
instinct to save the members of his platoon from an imminent threat, Staff Sergeant Bellavia ultimately 
cleared an entire enemy-filled house, destroyed four insurgents, and badly wounded a fifth. Staff 
Sergeant Bellavia's bravery, complete disregard for his own safety, and unselfish and courageous actions 
are in keeping with the finest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the 
United States Army.



BRADY, PATRICK H.
Rank: Major

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: 54th Medical Detachment
Division: 67th Medical Group, 44th Medical Brigade

Born: 1 October 1936, Philip, S. Dak.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Seattle, Wash.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/09/1969

Accredited To: Seattle, WA
Place / Date: Near Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam, 6 

January 1968

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty, Maj. Brady distinguished himself while serving in the Republic of Vietnam 
commanding a UH-1H ambulance helicopter, volunteered to rescue wounded men from a site 
in enemy held territory which was reported to be heavily defended and to be blanketed by 
fog. To reach the site he descended through heavy fog and smoke and hovered slowly along 
a valley trail, turning his ship sideward to blow away the fog with the backwash from his rotor 
blades. Despite the unchallenged, close-range enemy fire, he found the dangerously small 
site, where he successfully landed and evacuated 2 badly wounded South Vietnamese 
soldiers. He was then called to another area completely covered by dense fog where 
American casualties lay only 50 meters from the enemy. Two aircraft had previously been 
shot down and others had made unsuccessful attempts to reach this site earlier in the day. 
With unmatched skill and extraordinary courage, Maj. Brady made 4 flights to this embattled 
landing zone and successfully rescued all the wounded. On his third mission of the day Maj. 
Brady once again landed at a site surrounded by the enemy. The friendly ground force, 
pinned down by enemy fire, had been unable to reach and secure the landing zone. Although 
his aircraft had been badly damaged and his controls partially shot away during his initial 
entry into this area, he returned minutes later and rescued the remaining injured. Shortly 
thereafter, obtaining a replacement aircraft, Maj. Brady was requested to land in an enemy 
minefield where a platoon of American soldiers was trapped. A mine detonated near his 
helicopter, wounding 2 crewmembers and damaging his ship. In spite of this, he managed to 
fly 6 severely injured patients to medical aid. Throughout that day Maj. Brady utilized 3 
helicopters to evacuate a total of 51 seriously wounded men, many of whom would have 
perished without prompt medical treatment. Maj. Brady's bravery was in the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon himself and the U.S. Army.



BUCHA, PAUL WILLIAM
Rank: Captain
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company D, 3d Battalion

Division: 187th Infantry, 3d Brigade, 101st Airborne 
Division

Born: 1 August 1943, Washington, D.C.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: U.S. Military Academy, West 

Point, N.Y.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/14/1970
Accredited To: New York

Place / Date: Near Phuoc Vinh, Binh Duong 

Province, Republic of Vietnam, 16- 19 March 1968

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. Capt. 
Bucha distinguished himself while serving as commanding officer, Company D, on a reconnaissance-in-force 
mission against enemy forces near Phuoc Vinh, The company was inserted by helicopter into the suspected enemy 
stronghold to locate and destroy the enemy. During this period Capt. Bucha aggressively and courageously led his 
men in the destruction of enemy fortifications and base areas and eliminated scattered resistance impeding the 
advance of the company. On 18 March while advancing to contact, the lead elements of the company became 
engaged by the heavy automatic weapon, heavy machine gun, rocket propelled grenade, Claymore mine and 
small-arms fire of an estimated battalion-size force. Capt. Bucha, with complete disregard for his safety, moved to 
the threatened area to direct the defense and ordered reinforcements to the aid of the lead element. Seeing that 
his men were pinned down by heavy machine gun fire from a concealed bunker located some 40 meters to the 
front of the positions, Capt. Bucha crawled through the hail of fire to single-handedly destroy the bunker with 
grenades. During this heroic action Capt. Bucha received a painful shrapnel wound. Returning to the perimeter, he 
observed that his unit could not hold its positions and repel the human wave assaults launched by the determined 
enemy. Capt. Bucha ordered the withdrawal of the unit elements and covered the withdrawal to positions of a 
company perimeter from which he could direct fire upon the charging enemy. When 1 friendly element retrieving 
casualties was ambushed and cut off from the perimeter, Capt. Bucha ordered them to feign death and he directed 
artillery fire around them. During the night Capt. Bucha moved throughout the position, distributing ammunition, 
providing encouragement and insuring the integrity of the defense. He directed artillery, helicopter gunship and Air 
Force gunship fire on the enemy strong points and attacking forces, marking the positions with smoke grenades. 
Using flashlights in complete view of enemy snipers, he directed the medical evacuation of 3 air-ambulance loads 
of seriously wounded personnel and the helicopter supply of his company. At daybreak Capt. Bucha led a rescue 
party to recover the dead and wounded members of the ambushed element. During the period of intensive 
combat, Capt. Bucha, by his extraordinary heroism, inspirational example, outstanding leadership and professional 
competence, led his company in the decimation of a superior enemy force which left 156 dead on the battlefield. 
His bravery and gallantry at the risk of his life are in the highest traditions of the military service, Capt. Bucha has 
reflected great credit on himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.



BYERS, JR., EDWARD C.
Rank: Chief
Organization: U.S. Navy

Company:

Division:
Born: August 4, 1979, Toledo, Ohio

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Broadview Heights, OH, 

May 28, 1998

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 02/29/2016

Accredited To: Broadview Heights, OH
Place / Date: Qarghah’i District of Laghman, 

Afghanistan, December 8-9, 2012

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
as a Hostage Rescue Force Team Member in Afghanistan in support of Operation ENDURING 
FREEDOM from 8 to 9 December 2012. As the rescue force approached the target building, an 
enemy sentry detected them and darted inside to alert his fellow captors. The sentry quickly 
reemerged, and the lead assaulter attempted to neutralize him. Chief Byers with his team 
sprinted to the door of the target building. As the primary breacher, Chief Byers stood in the 
doorway fully exposed to enemy fire while ripping down six layers of heavy blankets fastened 
to the inside ceiling and walls to clear a path for the rescue force. The first assaulter pushed his 
way through the blankets, and was mortally wounded by enemy small arms fire from within. 
Chief Byers, completely aware of the imminent threat, fearlessly rushed into the room and 
engaged an enemy guard aiming an AK- 47 at him. He then tackled another adult male who 
had darted towards the corner of the room. During the ensuing hand-to-hand struggle, Chief 
Byers confirmed the man was not the hostage and engaged him. As other rescue team 
members called out to the hostage, Chief Byers heard a voice respond in English and raced 
toward it. He jumped atop the American hostage and shielded him from the high volume of fire 
within the small room. While covering the hostage with his body, Chief Byers immobilized 
another guard with his bare hands, and restrained the guard until a teammate could eliminate 
him. His bold and decisive actions under fire saved the lives of the hostage and several of his 
teammates. By his undaunted courage, intrepid fighting spirit, and unwavering devotion to duty 
in the face of near certain death, Chief Petty Officer Byers reflected great credit upon himself 
and upheld the highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.



Canley, John L.
Rank: Gunnery Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps

Company: Company A, 1st Battalion
Division: 1st Marines

Born: 12/20/1937, Caledonia, Arkansas
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Little Rock, AR

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/17/2018

Accredited To:
Place / Date: Hue, Vietnam, 31 January to 6 

February 1968

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty in action against the enemy while serving as Company Gunnery Sergeant, 
Company A, First Battalion, First Marines, First Marine Division from 31 January to 6 
February 1968, in the Republic of Vietnam. Company A fought off multiple vicious attacks 
as it rapidly moved along the highway toward Hue City to relieve friendly forces that were 
surrounded by enemy forces. Despite being wounded in these engagements, Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley repeatedly rushed across fire-swept terrain to carry his wounded Marines 
to safety. After his commanding officer was severely wounded, Gunnery Sergeant Canley 
took command and led the company into Hue City. At Hue City, caught in deadly crossfire 
from enemy machine gun positions, he set up a base of fire and maneuvered with a 
platoon in a flanking attack that eliminated several enemy positions. Retaining command 
of the company for three days, he led attacks against multiple enemy fortified positions 
while routinely braving enemy fire to carry wounded Marines to safety. On 4 February, he 
led a group of Marines into an enemy-occupied building in Hue City. He moved into the 
open to draw fire, located the enemy, eliminated the threat, and expanded the company’s 
hold on the building room by room. Gunnery Sergeant Canley then gained position above 
the enemy strongpoint and dropped in a large satchel charge that forced the enemy to 
withdraw. On 6 February, during a fierce firefight at a hospital compound, Gunnery 
Sergeant Canley twice scaled a wall in full view of the enemy to carry wounded Marines to 
safety. By his undaunted courage, selfless sacrifice, and unwavering devotion to duty, 
Gunnery Sergeant Canley reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest 
traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.



CARPENTER, WILLIAM KYLE
Rank: Lance Corporal

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps
Company: Company F, 2d Battalion

Division: 9th Marines

Born: 17 October, 1989, Flowood, MS
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Columbia, SC
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 06/19/2014

Accredited To: South Carolina
Place / Date: November 21, 2010, Marjah District, 

Helmand Province, Afghanistan

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty while serving as an Automatic Rifleman with Company F, 2d Battalion, 9th 
Marines, Regimental Combat Team 1, 1st Marine Division (Forward), 1 Marine 
Expeditionary Force (Forward), in Helmand Province, Afghanistan in support of 
Operation Enduring Freedom on 21 November 2010. Lance Corporal Carpenter was a 
member of a platoon-sized coalition force, comprised of two reinforced Marine squads 
partnered with an Afghan National Army squad. The platoon had established Patrol Base 
Dakota two days earlier in a small village in the Marjah District in order to disrupt enemy 
activity and provide security for the local Afghan population. Lance Corporal Carpenter 
and a fellow Marine were manning a rooftop security position on the perimeter of Patrol 
Base Dakota when the enemy initiated a daylight attack with hand grenades, one of 
which landed inside their sandbagged position. Without hesitation, and with complete 
disregard for his own safety, Lance Corporal Carpenter moved toward the grenade in an 
attempt to shield his fellow Marine from the deadly blast. When the grenade detonated, 
his body absorbed the brunt of the blast, severely wounding him, but saving the life of 
his fellow Marine. By his undaunted courage, bold fighting spirit, and unwavering 
devotion to duty in the face of almost certain death, Lance Corporal Carpenter reflected 
great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the 
United States Naval Service.



CARTER, TY M.
Rank: Specialist

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: B Troop, 3d Squadron
Division: 61st Cavalry Regiment

Born: 25 January 1980, Spokane, WA
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Antioch, CA

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 08/26/2013

Accredited To:
Place / Date: Oct, 3, 2009, Outpost Keating, 

Nuristan Province, Afghanistan

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:Specialist Ty 
M. Carter distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty while serving as a Scout with Bravo Troop, 3d Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, during combat operations against an armed enemy in Kamdesh District, 
Nuristan Province, Afghanistan on October 3, 2009. On that morning, Specialist Carter and his comrades 
awakened to an attack of an estimated 300 enemy fighters occupying the high ground on all four sides of 
Combat Outpost Keating, employing concentrated fire from recoilless rifles, rocket propelled grenades, anti-
aircraft machine guns, mortars and small arms fire. Specialist Carter reinforced a forward battle position, ran 
twice through a 100 meter gauntlet of enemy fire to resupply ammunition and voluntarily remained there to 
defend the isolated position. Armed with only an M4 carbine rifle, Specialist Carter placed accurate, deadly 
fire on the enemy, beating back the assault force and preventing the position from being overrun, over the 
course of several hours. With complete disregard for his own safety and in spite of his own wounds, he ran 
through a hail of enemy rocket propelled grenade and machine gun fire to rescue a critically wounded 
comrade who had been pinned down in an exposed position. Specialist Carter rendered life extending first 
aid and carried the Soldier to cover. On his own initiative, Specialist Carter again maneuvered through 
enemy fire to check on a fallen Soldier and recovered the squad's radio, which allowed them to coordinate 
their evacuation with fellow Soldiers. With teammates providing covering fire, Specialist Carter assisted in 
moving the wounded Soldier 100 meters through withering enemy fire to the aid station and before 
returning to the fight. Specialist Carter's heroic actions and tactical skill were critical to the defense of 
Combat Outpost Keating, preventing the enemy from capturing the position and saving the lives of his fellow 
Soldiers. Specialist Ty M. Carter's extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, Bravo 
Troop, 3d Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division and the United 
States Army



COOLIDGE, CHARLES H.
Rank: Technical Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company M
Division: 141st Infantry, 36th Infantry Division

Born: August 4, 1921, Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Signal Mountain, Tenn.

G.O. Number: 53
Date of Issue: 06/18/1945

Accredited To: Tennessee
Place / Date: East of Belmont sur Buttant, France, 24-

27 October, 1944

Leading a section of heavy machine guns supported by 1 platoon of Company K, he took a 
position near Hill 623, east of Belmont sur Buttant, France, on 24 October 1944, with the 
mission of covering the right flank of the 3d Battalion and supporting its action. T/Sgt. Coolidge 
went forward with a sergeant of Company K to reconnoiter positions for coordinating the fires 
of the light and heavy machine guns. They ran into an enemy force in the woods estimated to 
be an infantry company. T/Sgt. Coolidge, attempting to bluff the Germans by a show of 
assurance and boldness called upon them to surrender, whereupon the enemy opened fire. 
With his carbine, T/Sgt. Coolidge wounded 2 of them. There being no officer present with the 
force, T/Sgt. Coolidge at once assumed command. Many of the men were replacements 
recently arrived; this was their first experience under fire. T/Sgt. Coolidge, unmindful of the 
enemy fire delivered at close range, walked along the position, calming and encouraging his 
men and directing their fire. The attack was thrown back. Through 25 and 26 October the 
enemy launched repeated attacks against the position of this combat group but each was 
repulsed due to T/Sgt. Coolidge's able leadership. On 27 October, German infantry, supported 
by 2 tanks, made a determined attack on the position. The area was swept by enemy small 
arms, machine gun, and tank fire. T/Sgt. Coolidge armed himself with a bazooka and advanced 
to within 25 yards of the tanks. His bazooka failed to function and he threw it aside. Securing 
all the hand grenades he could carry, he crawled forward and inflicted heavy casualties on the 
advancing enemy. Finally it became apparent that the enemy, in greatly superior force, 
supported by tanks, would overrun the position. T/Sgt. Coolidge, displaying great coolness and 
courage, directed and conducted an orderly withdrawal, being himself the last to leave the 
position. As a result of T/Sgt. Coolidge's heroic and superior leadership, the mission of this 
combat group was accomplished throughout 4 days of continuous fighting against numerically 
superior enemy troops in rain and cold and amid dense woods.



CRANDALL, BRUCE P.
Rank: Major

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter 
Battalion

Division: 1st Cavalry Division
Born: February 17, 1933, Olympia, Washington, 

1933

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Olympia, WA

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 02/26/2007

Accredited To: Olympia, WA

Place / Date: Ia Drang Valley, Republic of 
Vietnam, 14 November 1965

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: Major 
Bruce P. Crandall distinguished himself by extraordinary heroism as a Flight Commander in the Republic 
of Vietnam, while serving with Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile). On 14 November 1965, his flight of sixteen helicopters was lifting troops for a search and 
destroy mission from Plei Me, Vietnam, to Landing Zone X-Ray in the Ia Drang Valley. On the fourth 
troop lift, the airlift began to take enemy fire, and by the time the aircraft had refueled and returned for 
the next troop lift, the enemy had Landing Zone X-Ray targeted. As Major Crandall and the first eight 
helicopters landed to discharge troops on his fifth troop lift, his unarmed helicopter came under such 
intense enemy fire that the ground commander ordered the second flight of eight aircraft to abort their 
mission. As Major Crandall flew back to Plei Me, his base of operations, he determined that the ground 
commander of the besieged infantry battalion desperately needed more ammunition. Major Crandall 
then decided to adjust his base of operations to Artillery Firebase Falcon in order to shorten the flight 
distance to deliver ammunition and evacuate wounded soldiers. While medical evacuation was not his 
mission, he immediately sought volunteers and with complete disregard for his own personal safety, led 
the two aircraft to Landing Zone X-Ray. Despite the fact that the landing zone was still under relentless 
enemy fire, Major Crandall landed and proceeded to supervise the loading of seriously wounded soldiers 
aboard his aircraft. Major Crandall's voluntary decision to land under the most extreme fire instilled in 
the other pilots the will and spirit to continue to land their own aircraft, and in the ground forces the 
realization that they would be resupplied and that friendly wounded would be promptly evacuated. This 
greatly enhanced morale and the will to fight at a critical time. After his first medical evacuation, Major 
Crandall continued to fly into and out of the landing zone throughout the day and into the evening. That 
day he completed a total of 22 flights, most under intense enemy fire, retiring from the battlefield only 
after all possible service had been rendered to the Infantry battalion. His actions provided critical 
resupply of ammunition and evacuation of the wounded. Major Crandall's daring acts of bravery and 
courage in the face of an overwhelming and determined enemy are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army.



DAVIS, SAMMY L.
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Battery C, 2d Battalion
Division: 4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Division

Born: 1 November 1946, Dayton, Ohio
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Indianapolis, Ind.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 11/19/1968

Accredited To: Indiana
Place / Date: West of Cai Lay, Republic of 

Vietnam, 18 November 1967

Rank and organization: Sergeant, U.S. Army, Battery C, 2d Battalion, 4th Artillery, 9th Infantry Division. Place 
and date: West of Cai Lay, Republic of Vietnam, 18 November 1967. Entered service at: Indianapolis, Ind. Born: 
1 November 1946, Dayton, Ohio. Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his 
life and beyond the call of duty. Sgt. Davis (then PFc.) distinguished himself during the early morning hours 
while serving as a cannoneer with Battery C, at a remote fire support base. At approximately 0200 hours, the 
fire support base was under heavy enemy mortar attack. Simultaneously, an estimated reinforced Viet Cong 
battalion launched a fierce ground assault upon the fire support base. The attacking enemy drove to within 25 
meters of the friendly positions. Only a river separated the Viet Cong from the fire support base. Detecting a 
nearby enemy position, Sgt. Davis seized a machine gun and provided covering fire for his gun crew, as they 
attempted to bring direct artillery fire on the enemy. Despite his efforts, an enemy recoilless rifle round scored 
a direct hit upon the artillery piece. The resultant blast hurled the gun crew from their weapon and blew Sgt. 
Davis into a foxhole. He struggled to his feet and returned to the howitzer, which was burning furiously. 
Ignoring repeated warning to seek cover, Sgt. Davis rammed a shell into the gun. Disregarding a withering hail 
of enemy fire directed against his position, he aimed and fired the howitzer which rolled backward, knocking 
Sgt. Davis violently to the ground. Undaunted, he returned to the weapon to fire again when an enemy mortar 
round exploded within 20 meters of his position, injured him painfully. Nevertheless, Sgt. Davis loaded the 
artillery piece, aimed and fired. Again he was knocked down by the recoil. In complete disregard for his safety, 
Sgt. Davis loaded and fired 3 more shells into the enemy. Disregarding his extensive injuries and his inability to 
swim, Sgt. Davis picked up an air mattress and struck out across the deep river to rescue 3 wounded comrades 
on the far side. Upon reaching the 3 wounded men, he stood upright and fired into the dense vegetation to 
prevent the Viet Cong from advancing. While the most seriously wounded soldier was helped across the river, 
Sgt. Davis protected the 2 remaining casualties until he could pull them across the river to the fire support base. 
Though suffering from painful wounds, he refused medical attention, joining another howitzer crew which fired 
at the large Viet Cong force until it broke contact and fled, Sgt. Davis extraordinary heroism, at the risk of his 
life, are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself and 
the U.S. Army.



DEWEY, DUANE E.
Rank: Corporal

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps

Company: Company E
Division: 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division

Born: 16 November 1931, Grand Rapids, Mich.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Muskegon, Mich.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 11/12/1953

Accredited To: Michigan
Place / Date: Near Panmunjon, Korea, 16 April 

1952 

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as a gunner in a machine gun platoon of Company E, in action against 
enemy aggressor forces. When an enemy grenade landed close to his position while he 
and his assistant gunner were receiving medical attention for their wounds during a fierce 
night attack by numerically superior hostile forces, Cpl. Dewey, although suffering intense 
pain, immediately pulled the corpsman to the ground and, shouting a warning to the other 
marines around him. bravely smothered the deadly missile with his body, personally 
absorbing the full force of the explosion to save his comrades from possible injury or 
death. His indomitable courage, outstanding initiative, and valiant efforts in behalf of 
others in the face of almost certain death reflect the highest credit upon Cpl. Dewey and 
enhance the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.



DIX, DREW DENNIS
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army

Company:
Division: U.S. Senior Advisor Group

Born: 14 December 1944, West Point, N.Y.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Denver, Colo.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 01/16/1969

Accredited To: Denver, CO
Place / Date: Chau Doc Province, Republic of 

Vietnam, 31 January and 1 February 1968

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty. S/Sgt. Dix distinguished himself by exceptional heroism while serving as a 
unit adviser. Two heavily armed Viet Cong battalions attacked the Province capital city of 
Chau Phu resulting in the complete breakdown and fragmentation of the defenses of the 
city. S/Sgt. Dix, with a patrol of Vietnamese soldiers, was recalled to assist in the defense of 
Chau Phu. Learning that a nurse was trapped in a house near the center of the city, S/Sgt. 
Dix organized a relief force, successfully rescued the nurse, and returned her to the safety 
of the Tactical Operations Center. Being informed of other trapped civilians within the city, 
S/Sgt. Dix voluntarily led another force to rescue 8 civilian employees located in a building 
which was under heavy mortar and small-arms fire. S/Sgt. Dix then returned to the center 
of the city. Upon approaching a building, he was subjected to intense automatic rifle and 
machine gun fire from an unknown number of Viet Cong. He personally assaulted the 
building, killing 6 Viet Cong, and rescuing 2 Filipinos. The following day S/Sgt. Dix, still on 
his own volition, assembled a 20-man force and though under intense enemy fire cleared 
the Viet Cong out of the hotel, theater, and other adjacent buildings within the city. During 
this portion of the attack, Army Republic of Vietnam soldiers inspired by the heroism and 
success of S/Sgt. Dix, rallied and commenced firing upon the Viet Cong. S/Sgt. Dix captured 
20 prisoners, including a high ranking Viet Cong official. He then attacked enemy troops 
who had entered the residence of the Deputy Province Chief and was successful in rescuing 
the official's wife and children. S/Sgt. Dix's personal heroic actions resulted in 14 confirmed 
Viet Cong killed in action and possibly 25 more, the capture of 20 prisoners, 15 weapons, 
and the rescue of the 14 United States and free world civilians. The heroism of S/Sgt. Dix 
was in the highest tradition and reflects great credit upon the U.S. Army.



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while defending a 
U.S. military installation against a fierce attack by hostile forces. Capt. Donlon was serving as the commanding 
officer of the U.S. Army Special Forces Detachment A-726 at Camp Nam Dong when a reinforced Viet Cong 
battalion suddenly launched a full-scale, predawn attack on the camp. During the violent battle that ensued, lasting 
5 hours and resulting in heavy casualties on both sides, Capt. Donlon directed the defense operations in the midst 
of an enemy barrage of mortar shells, falling grenades, and extremely heavy gunfire. Upon the initial onslaught, he 
swiftly marshaled his forces and ordered the removal of the needed ammunition from a blazing building. He then 
dashed through a hail of small arms and exploding hand grenades to abort a breach of the main gate. En route to 
this position he detected an enemy demolition team of 3 in the proximity of the main gate and quickly annihilated 
them. Although exposed to the intense grenade attack, he then succeeded in reaching a 60mm mortar position 
despite sustaining a severe stomach wound as he was within 5 yards of the gun pit. When he discovered that most 
of the men in this gunpit were also wounded, he completely disregarded his own injury, directed their withdrawal to 
a location 30 meters away, and again risked his life by remaining behind and covering the movement with the 
utmost effectiveness. Noticing that his team sergeant was unable to evacuate the gun pit he crawled toward him 
and, while dragging the fallen soldier out of the gunpit, an enemy mortar exploded and inflicted a wound in Capt. 
Donlon's left shoulder. Although suffering from multiple wounds, he carried the abandoned 60mm mortar weapon 
to a new location 30 meters away where he found 3 wounded defenders. After administering first aid and 
encouragement to these men, he left the weapon with them, headed toward another position, and retrieved a 
57mm recoilless rifle. Then with great courage and coolness under fire, he returned to the abandoned gun pit, 
evacuated ammunition for the 2 weapons, and while crawling and dragging the urgently needed ammunition, 
received a third wound on his leg by an enemy hand grenade. Despite his critical physical condition, he again 
crawled 175 meters to an 81mm mortar position and directed firing operations which protected the seriously 
threatened east sector of the camp. He then moved to an eastern 60mm mortar position and upon determining 
that the vicious enemy assault had weakened, crawled back to the gun pit with the 60mm mortar, set it up for 
defensive operations, and turned it over to 2 defenders with minor wounds. Without hesitation, he left this 
sheltered position, and moved from position to position around the beleaguered perimeter while hurling hand 
grenades at the enemy and inspiring his men to superhuman effort. As he bravely continued to move around the 
perimeter, a mortar shell exploded, wounding him in the face and body. As the long awaited daylight brought 
defeat to the enemy forces and their retreat back to the jungle leaving behind 54 of their dead, many weapons, 
and grenades, Capt. Donlon immediately reorganized his defenses and administered first aid to the wounded. His 
dynamic leadership, fortitude, and valiant efforts inspired not only the American personnel but the friendly 
Vietnamese defenders as well and resulted in the successful defense of the camp. Capt. Donlon's extraordinary 
heroism, at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and 
reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.

DONLON, ROGER HUGH C.
Rank: Captain

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Detachment A-726

Division: 7th Special Forces Group (Airborne)

Born: 30 January 1934, Saugerties, N.Y.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Fort Chaffee, Ark.
G.O. Number: 41

Date of Issue: 12/05/1964

Accredited To:
Place / Date: Near Nam Dong, Republic of 

Vietnam, 6 July 1964



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. CWO Ferguson, U.S. Army distinguished himself while serving with Company C. 
CWO Ferguson, commander of a resupply helicopter monitoring an emergency call from 
wounded passengers and crewmen of a downed helicopter under heavy attack within the 
enemy controlled city of Hue, unhesitatingly volunteered to attempt evacuation. Despite 
warnings from all aircraft to stay clear of the area due to heavy antiaircraft fire, CWO Ferguson 
began a low-level flight at maximum airspeed along the Perfume River toward the tiny, isolated 
South Vietnamese Army compound in which the crash survivors had taken refuge. Coolly and 
skillfully maintaining his course in the face of intense, short range fire from enemy occupied 
buildings and boats, he displayed superior flying skill and tenacity of purpose by landing his 
aircraft in an extremely confined area in a blinding dust cloud under heavy mortar and small-
arms fire. Although the helicopter was severely damaged by mortar fragments during the 
loading of the wounded, CWO Ferguson disregarded the damage and, taking off through the 
continuing hail of mortar fire, he flew his crippled aircraft on the return route through the rain 
of fire that he had experienced earlier and safely returned his wounded passengers to friendly 
control. CWO Ferguson's extraordinary determination saved the lives of 5 of his comrades. His 
actions are in the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit on himself 
and the U.S. Army.

FERGUSON, FREDERICK 
EDGAR
Rank: Chief Warrant Officer

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company C, 227th Aviation Battalion

Division: 1st Cavalry Division

Born: 18 August 1939, Pilot Point, Tex.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Phoenix, Ariz.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/17/1969

Accredited To: Arizona
Place / Date: Hue, Republic of Vietnam, 31 

January 1968



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sp4c. Fitzmaurice, 3d Platoon, Troop D, distinguished himself at Khe Sanh. Sp4c. 
Fitzmaurice and 3 fellow soldiers were occupying a bunker when a company of North Vietnamese 
sappers infiltrated the area. At the onset of the attack Sp4c. Fitzmaurice observed 3 explosive 
charges which had been thrown into the bunker by the enemy. Realizing the imminent danger to 
his comrades, and with complete disregard for his personal safety, he hurled 2 of the charges out 
of the bunker. He then threw his flak vest and himself over the remaining charge. By this 
courageous act he absorbed the blast and shielded his fellow-soldiers. Although suffering from 
serious multiple wounds and partial loss of sight, he charged out of the bunker, and engaged the 
enemy until his rifle was damaged by the blast of an enemy hand grenade. While in search of 
another weapon, Sp4c. Fitzmaurice encountered and overcame an enemy sapper in hand-to-hand 
combat. Having obtained another weapon, he returned to his original fighting position and inflicted 
additional casualties on the attacking enemy. Although seriously wounded, Sp4c. Fitzmaurice 
refused to be medically evacuated, preferring to remain at his post. Sp4c. Fitzmaurice's 
extraordinary heroism in action at the risk of his life contributed significantly to the successful 
defense of the position and resulted in saving the lives of a number of his fellow soldiers. These 
acts of heroism go above and beyond the call of duty, are in keeping with the highest traditions of 
the military service, and reflect great credit on Sp4c. Fitzmaurice and the U.S. Army.

FITZMAURICE, 
MICHAEL JOHN
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Troop D, 2d Squadron

Division: 17th Cavalry, 101st Airborne Division
Born: 9 March 1950, Jamestown, N. Dak.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Jamestown, N. Dak.

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/15/1973
Accredited To: Sioux Falls, SD

Place / Date: Khe Sanh, Republic of Vietnam, 
23 March 1971



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Capt. Fleming (then 1st Lt.) distinguished himself as the Aircraft Commander of a 
UH-1F transport Helicopter. Capt. Fleming went to the aid of a 6-man special forces long range 
reconnaissance patrol that was in danger of being overrun by a large, heavily armed hostile 
force. Despite the knowledge that 1 helicopter had been downed by intense hostile fire, Capt. 
Fleming descended, and balanced his helicopter on a river bank with the tail boom hanging 
over open water. The patrol could not penetrate to the landing site and he was forced to 
withdraw. Dangerously low on fuel, Capt. Fleming repeated his original landing maneuver. 
Disregarding his own safety, he remained in this exposed position. Hostile fire crashed through 
his windscreen as the patrol boarded his helicopter. Capt. Fleming made a successful takeoff 
through a barrage of hostile fire and recovered safely at a forward base. Capt. Fleming's 
profound concern for his fellowmen, and at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Air Force and reflect great credit upon 
himself and the Armed Forces of his country.

FLEMING, JAMES P.
Rank: 1st Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Air Force

Company:
Division: 20th Special Operations Squadron

Born: 12 March 1943, Sedalia, Mo.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Pullman, Wash.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 05/14/1970

Accredited To: Washington
Place / Date: Near Duc Co, Republic of 

Vietnam, 26 November 1968



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Capt. Foley's company was ordered to extricate another company of the battalion. 
Moving through the dense jungle to aid the besieged unit, Company A encountered a strong 
enemy force occupying well concealed, defensive positions, and the company's leading element 
quickly sustained several casualties. Capt. Foley immediately ran forward to the scene of the 
most intense action to direct the company's efforts. Deploying 1 platoon on the flank, he led the 
other 2 platoons in an attack on the enemy in the face of intense fire. During this action both 
radio operators accompanying him were wounded. At grave risk to himself he defied the enemy's 
murderous fire, and helped the wounded operators to a position where they could receive 
medical care. As he moved forward again 1 of his machine gun crews was wounded. Seizing the 
weapon, he charged forward firing the machine gun, shouting orders and rallying his men, thus 
maintaining the momentum of the attack. Under increasingly heavy enemy fire he ordered his 
assistant to take cover and, alone, Capt. Foley continued to advance firing the machine gun until 
the wounded had been evacuated and the attack in this area could be resumed. When 
movement on the other flank was halted by the enemy's fanatical defense, Capt. Foley moved to 
personally direct this critical phase of the battle. Leading the renewed effort he was blown off his 
feet and wounded by an enemy grenade. Despite his painful wounds he refused medical aid and 
persevered in the forefront of the attack on the enemy redoubt. He led the assault on several 
enemy gun emplacements and, single-handedly, destroyed 3 such positions. His outstanding 
personal leadership under intense enemy fire during the fierce battle which lasted for several 
hours, inspired his men to heroic efforts and was instrumental in the ultimate success of the 
operation. Capt. Foley's magnificent courage, selfless concern for his men and professional skill 
reflect the utmost credit upon himself and the U.S. Army.

FOLEY, ROBERT F.
Rank: Captain

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company A, 2d Battalion

Division: 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division
Born: 30 May 1941, Newton, Mass.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Newton, Mass.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/01/1968
Accredited To: Newton, MA

Place / Date: Near Quan Dau Tieng, Republic 

of Vietnam, 5 November 1966



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Capt. (then 1st Lt.) Fritz, Armor, U.S. Army, distinguished himself while serving as 
a platoon leader with Troop A, near Quan Loi. Capt. Fritz was leading his 7-vehicle armored 
column along Highway 13 to meet and escort a truck convoy when the column suddenly 
came under intense crossfire from a reinforced enemy company deployed in ambush 
positions. In the initial attack, Capt. Fritz' vehicle was hit and he was seriously wounded. 
Realizing that his platoon was completely surrounded, vastly outnumbered, and in danger of 
being overrun, Capt. Fritz leaped to the top of his burning vehicle and directed the positioning 
of his remaining vehicles and men. With complete disregard for his wounds and safety, he ran 
from vehicle to vehicle in complete view of the enemy gunners in order to reposition his men, 
to improve the defenses, to assist the wounded, to distribute ammunition, to direct fire, and 
to provide encouragement to his men. When a strong enemy force assaulted the position and 
attempted to overrun the platoon, Capt. Fritz manned a machine gun and through his 
exemplary action inspired his men to deliver intense and deadly fire which broke the assault 
and routed the attackers. Moments later a second enemy force advanced to within 2 meters 
of the position and threatened to overwhelm the defenders. Capt. Fritz, armed only with a 
pistol and bayonet, led a small group of his men in a fierce and daring charge which routed 
the attackers and inflicted heavy casualties. When a relief force arrived, Capt. Fritz saw that it 
was not deploying effectively against the enemy positions, and he moved through the heavy 
enemy fire to direct its deployment against the hostile positions. This deployment forced the 
enemy to abandon the ambush site and withdraw. Despite his wounds, Capt. Fritz returned to 
his position, assisted his men, and refused medical attention until all of his wounded 
comrades had been treated and evacuated. The extraordinary courage and selflessness 
displayed by Capt. Fritz, at the repeated risk of his own life above and beyond the call of 
duty, were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect the greatest 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the Armed Forces.

FRITZ, HAROLD A.
Rank: 1st Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Troop A, 1st Squadron

Division: 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment
Born: 21 February 1944, Chicago, Ill.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Milwaukee, Wis.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 03/02/1971
Accredited To: Milwaukee, WI

Place / Date: Binh Long Province, 

Republic of Vietnam, 11 January 1969



Specialist Salvatore A. Giunta distinguished himself conspicuously by gallantry and intrepidity at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty in action with an armed enemy in the 
Korengal Valley, Afghanistan, on October 25, 2007. While conducting a patrol as team leader with 
Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, Specialist Giunta and his team were 
navigating through harsh terrain when they were ambushed by a well-armed and well-coordinated 
insurgent force. While under heavy enemy fire, Specialist Giunta immediately sprinted towards 
cover and engaged the enemy. Seeing that his squad leader had fallen and believing that he had 
been injured, Specialist Giunta exposed himself to withering enemy fire and raced towards his 
squad leader, helped him to cover, and administered medical aid. While administering first aid, 
enemy fire struck Specialist Giunta's body armor and his secondary weapon. Without regard to the 
ongoing fire, Specialist Giunta engaged the enemy before prepping and throwing grenades, using 
the explosions for cover in order to conceal his position. Attempting to reach additional wounded 
fellow soldiers who were separated from the squad, Specialist Giunta and his team encountered a 
barrage of enemy fire that forced them to the ground. The team continued forward and upon 
reaching the wounded soldiers, Specialist Giunta realized that another soldier was still separated 
from the element. Specialist Giunta then advanced forward on his own initiative. As he crested the 
top of a hill, he observed two insurgents carrying away an American soldier. He immediately 
engaged the enemy, killing one and wounding the other. Upon reaching the wounded soldier, he 
began to provide medical aid, as his squad caught up and provided security. Specialist Giunta's 
unwavering courage, selflessness, and decisive leadership while under extreme enemy fire were 
integral to his platoon's ability to defeat an enemy ambush and recover a fellow American soldier 
from the enemy. Specialist Salvatore A. Giunta's extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and 
beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect 
great credit upon himself, Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, and the 
United States Army.

GIUNTA, SALVATORE A.
Rank: Staff Sergeant
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Battle Company, 2nd Battalion
Division: Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 

503d Infantry Regiment

Born: 21 January 1985, Clinton, Iowa
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Cedar Rapids, Iowa
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 11/16/2010

Accredited To: Iowa
Place / Date: Korengal Valley, Afghanistan, 25 

October 2007



Captain Florent A. Groberg distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Personal Security Detachment Commander for 
Task Force Mountain Warrior, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, during combat 
operations against an armed enemy in Asadbad, Kunar Province, Afghanistan on August 8, 2012. On 
that day, Captain Groberg was leading a dismounted movement consisting of several senior leaders to 
include two brigade commanders, two battalion commanders, two command sergeants major, and an 
Afghanistan National Army brigade commander. As they approached the Provincial Governor’s 
compound, Captain Groberg observed an individual walking close to the formation. When the individual 
made an abrupt turn towards the formation, he noticed an abnormal bulge underneath the individual’s 
clothing. Selflessly placing himself in front of one of the brigade commanders, Captain Groberg rushed 
forward, using his body to push the suspect away from the formation. Simultaneously, he ordered 
another member of the security detail to assist with removing the suspect. At this time, Captain 
Groberg confirmed the bulge was a suicide vest and with complete disregard for his life, Captain 
Groberg again with the assistance of the other member of the security detail, physically pushed the 
suicide bomber away from the formation. Upon falling, the suicide bomber detonated his explosive vest 
outside the perimeter of the formation, killing four members of the formation and wounding numerous 
others. The blast from the first suicide bomber caused the suicide vest of a previously unnoticed second 
suicide bomber to detonate prematurely with minimal impact on the formation. Captain Groberg’s
immediate actions to push the first suicide bomber away from the formation significantly minimized the 
impact of the coordinated suicide bombers’ attack on the formation, saving the lives of his comrades 
and several senior leaders. Captain Groberg’s extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond 
the call of duty at the risk of life are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect 
credit upon himself, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division and the United States 
Army.

GROBERG, FLORENT A.
Rank: Captain
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team
Division: 4th Infantry Division

Born: 8 May 1983, Poissy, France

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Bethesda, Maryland July, 

2008
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 11/12/2015

Accredited To: Bethesda, Maryland
Place / Date: Asadabad, Kunar Province, 

Afghanistan, 8 August 2012



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. While conducting combat operations against a hostile force, Sp5c. Hagemeister's platoon 
suddenly came under heavy attack from 3 sides by an enemy force occupying well concealed, 
fortified positions and supported by machine guns and mortars. Seeing 2 of his comrades seriously 
wounded in the initial action, Sp5c. Hagemeister unhesitatingly and with total disregard for his 
safety, raced through the deadly hail of enemy fire to provide them medical aid. Upon learning that 
the platoon leader and several other soldiers also had been wounded, Sp5c. Hagemeister continued 
to brave the withering enemy fire and crawled forward to render lifesaving treatment and to offer 
words of encouragement. Attempting to evacuate the seriously wounded soldiers, Sp5c. 
Hagemeister was taken under fire at close range by an enemy sniper. Realizing that the lives of his 
fellow soldiers depended on his actions, Sp5c. Hagemeister seized a rifle from a fallen comrade, 
killed the sniper, 3 other enemy soldiers who were attempting to encircle his position and silenced 
an enemy machine gun that covered the area with deadly fire. Unable to remove the wounded to a 
less exposed location and aware of the enemy's efforts to isolate his unit, he dashed through the 
fusillade of fire to secure help from a nearby platoon. Returning with help, he placed men in 
positions to cover his advance as he moved to evacuate the wounded forward of his location. These 
efforts successfully completed, he then moved to the other flank and evacuated additional wounded 
men despite the fact that his every move drew fire from the enemy. Sp5c. Hagemeister's repeated 
heroic and selfless actions at the risk of his life saved the lives of many of his comrades and inspired 
their actions in repelling the enemy assault. Sp5c. Hagemeister's indomitable courage was in the 
highest traditions of the U.S. Armed Forces and reflect great credit upon himself.

HAGEMEISTER, 
CHARLES CHRIS
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class
Organization: U.S. Army

Company:

Division: 1st Cavalry Division
Born: 21 August 1946, Lincoln, NE

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Lincoln, Nebr.

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/14/1968
Accredited To: Lincoln, NE

Place / Date: Binh Dinh Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 20 March 1967



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Sp4c. Herda (then Pfc.) distinguished himself while serving as a grenadier with 
Company A. Company A was part of a battalion-size night defensive perimeter when a large 
enemy force initiated an attack on the friendly units. While other enemy elements provided 
diversionary fire and indirect weapons fire to the west, a sapper force of approximately 30 men 
armed with hand grenades and small charges attacked Company A's perimeter from the east. As 
the sappers were making a last, violent assault, 5 of them charged the position defended by 
Sp4c. Herda and 2 comrades, 1 of whom was wounded and lay helpless in the bottom of the 
foxhole. Sp4c. Herda fired at the aggressors until they were within 10 feet of his position and 1 
of their grenades landed in the foxhole. He fired 1 last round from his grenade launcher, hitting 
1 of the enemy soldiers in the head, and then, with no concern for his safety, Sp4c. Herda
immediately covered the blast of the grenade with his body. The explosion wounded him 
grievously, but his selfless action prevented his 2 comrades from being seriously injured or killed 
and enabled the remaining defender to kill the other sappers. By his gallantry at the risk of his 
life in the highest traditions of the military service, Sp4c. Herda has reflected great credit on 
himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

HERDA, FRANK A. 
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company A, 1st Battalion

Division: 506th Infantry, 101st Airborne 
Division

Born: 13 September 1947, Cleveland, Ohio

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Cleveland, OH

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 05/14/1970

Accredited To: Cleveland, OH

Place / Date: Near Dak To, Quang Trang 
Province, Republic of Vietnam, 29 June 1968



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty while serving as Corpsman with Company C, First Battalion, Seventh Marines against 
elements of a North Vietnam Aggressor (NVA) battalion in Quang Ngai Province Republic of 
Vietnam on 28 March 1966. Petty Officer Ingram accompanied the point platoon as it 
aggressively dispatched an outpost of an NVA battalion. The momentum of the attack rolled 
off a ridge line down a tree covered slope to a small paddy and a village beyond. Suddenly, 
the village tree line exploded with an intense hail of automatic rifle fire from approximately 
100 North Vietnamese regulars. In mere moments, the platoon ranks were decimated. 
Oblivious to the danger, Petty Officer Ingram crawled across the bullet spattered terrain to 
reach a downed Marine. As he administered aid, a bullet went through the palm of his hand. 
Calls for "CORPSMAN" echoed across the ridge. Bleeding, he edged across the fire swept 
landscape, collecting ammunition from the dead and administering aid to the wounded. 
Receiving two more wounds before realizing the third wound was life-threatening, he looked 
for a way off the face of the ridge, but again he heard the call for corpsman and again, he 
resolutely answered. Though severely wounded three times, he rendered aid to those 
incapable until he finally reached the right flank of the platoon. While dressing the head 
wound of another corpsman, he sustained his fourth bullet wound. From sixteen hundred 
hours until just prior to sunset, Petty Officer Ingram pushed, pulled, cajoled, and doctored his 
Marines. Enduring the pain from his many wounds and disregarding the probability of his 
demise, Petty Officer Ingram's intrepid actions saved many lives that day. By his indomitable 
fighting spirit, daring initiative, and unfaltering dedications to duty, Petty Officer Ingram 
reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of the United States 
Naval Service.

INGRAM, ROBERT R.
Rank: Petty Officer

Organization: U.S. Navy
Company: Company C, 1st Battalion

Division: 7th Marines, 1st Marine Division
Born:

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Clearwater, FL
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 07/10/1998
Accredited To:

Place / Date: Vietnam, March 28, 1966



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Capt. Jacobs (then 1st Lt.), Infantry, distinguished himself while serving as assistant 
battalion advisor, 2d Battalion, 16th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division, Army of the Republic of 
Vietnam. The 2d Battalion was advancing to contact when it came under intense heavy machine 
gun and mortar fire from a Viet Cong battalion positioned in well fortified bunkers. As the 2d 
Battalion deployed into attack formation its advance was halted by devastating fire. Capt. Jacobs, 
with the command element of the lead company, called for and directed air strikes on the enemy 
positions to facilitate a renewed attack. Due to the intensity of the enemy fire and heavy 
casualties to the command group, including the company commander, the attack stopped and the 
friendly troops became disorganized. Although wounded by mortar fragments, Capt. Jacobs 
assumed command of the allied company, ordered a withdrawal from the exposed position and 
established a defensive perimeter. Despite profuse bleeding from head wounds which impaired 
his vision, Capt. Jacobs, with complete disregard for his safety, returned under intense fire to 
evacuate a seriously wounded advisor to the safety of a wooded area where he administered 
lifesaving first aid. He then returned through heavy automatic weapons fire to evacuate the 
wounded company commander. Capt. Jacobs made repeated trips across the fire-swept open rice 
paddies evacuating wounded and their weapons. On 3 separate occasions, Capt. Jacobs 
contacted and drove off Viet Cong squads who were searching for allied wounded and weapons, 
single-handedly killing 3 and wounding several others. His gallant actions and extraordinary 
heroism saved the lives of 1 U.S. advisor and 13 allied soldiers. Through his effort the allied 
company was restored to an effective fighting unit and prevented defeat of the friendly forces by 
a strong and determined enemy. Capt. Jacobs, by his gallantry and bravery in action in the 
highest traditions of the military service, has reflected great credit upon himself, his unit, and the 
U.S. Army.

JACOBS, JACK H.
Rank: 1st Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company:

Division: U.S. Army Support Command
Born: 2 August 1945, Brooklyn, N.Y.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Trenton, N.J.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/09/1969
Accredited To: Trenton, NJ

Place / Date: Kien Phong Province, Republic 

of Vietnam, 9 March 1968



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. S/Sgt. Jenkins (then Pfc.), Company A, distinguished himself while serving as a 
machine gunner on a reconnaissance mission. When his company came under heavy crossfire 
from an enemy complex, S/Sgt. Jenkins unhesitatingly maneuvered forward to a perilously 
exposed position and began placing suppressive fire on the enemy. When his own machine 
gun jammed, he immediately obtained a rifle and continued to fire into the enemy bunkers 
until his machine gun was made operative by his assistant. He exposed himself to extremely 
heavy fire when he repeatedly both ran and crawled across open terrain to obtain resupplies 
of ammunition until he had exhausted all that was available for his machine gun. Displaying 
tremendous presence of mind, he then armed himself with 2 antitank weapons and, by 
himself, maneuvered through the hostile fusillade to within 20 meters of an enemy bunker to 
destroy that position. After moving back to the friendly defensive perimeter long enough to 
secure yet another weapon, a grenade launcher, S/Sgt. Jenkins moved forward to a position 
providing no protection and resumed placing accurate fire on the enemy until his ammunition 
was again exhausted. During this time he was seriously wounded by shrapnel. Undaunted and 
displaying great courage, he moved forward 100 meters to aid a friendly element that was 
pinned down only a few meters from the enemy. This he did with complete disregard for his 
own wound and despite having been advised that several previous rescue attempts had failed 
at the cost of the life of 1 and the wounding of others. Ignoring the continuing intense fire 
and his painful wounds, and hindered by darkness, he made 3 trips to the beleaguered unit, 
each time pulling a wounded comrade back to safety. S/Sgt. Jenkins' extraordinary valor, 
dedication, and indomitable spirit inspired his fellow soldiers to repulse the determined enemy 
attack and ultimately to defeat the larger force. S/Sgt. Jenkins risk of his life reflect great 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

JENKINS, DON J.
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company A, 2d Battalion

Division: 39th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division
Born: 18 April 1948, Quality, Ky.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Nashville, Tenn.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 03/02/1971
Accredited To: Nashville, TN

Place / Date: Kien Phong Province, Republic 

of Vietnam, 6 January 1969



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
in the afternoon while serving as commander of River Assault Division 152 during combat 
operations against enemy aggressor forces. Lt. Comdr. (then Lt.) Kelley was in charge of a 
column of 8 river assault craft which were extracting 1 company of U.S. Army infantry troops on 
the east bank of the Ong Muong Canal in Kien Hoa province, when 1 of the armored troop 
carriers reported a mechanical failure of a loading ramp. At approximately the same time, Viet 
Cong forces opened fire from the opposite bank of the canal. After issuing orders for the crippled 
troop carrier to raise its ramp manually, and for the remaining boats to form a protective cordon 
around the disabled craft, Lt. Comdr. Kelley realizing the extreme danger to his column and its 
inability to clear the ambush site until the crippled unit was repaired, boldly maneuvered the 
monitor in which he was embarked to the exposed side of the protective cordon in direct line 
with the enemy's fire, and ordered the monitor to commence firing. Suddenly, an enemy rocket 
scored a direct hit on the coxswain's flat, the shell penetrating the thick armor plate, and the 
explosion spraying shrapnel in all directions. Sustaining serious head wounds from the blast, 
which hurled him to the deck of the monitor, Lt. Cmdr. Kelley disregarded his severe injuries and 
attempted to continue directing the other boats. Although unable to move from the deck or to 
speak clearly into the radio, he succeeded in relaying his commands through 1 of his men until 
the enemy attack was silenced and the boats were able to move to an area of safety. Lt. Comdr. 
Kelley's brilliant leadership, bold initiative, and resolute determination served to inspire his men 
and provide the impetus needed to carry out the mission after he was medically evacuated by 
helicopter. His extraordinary courage under fire, and his selfless devotion to duty sustain and 
enhance the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

KELLEY, THOMAS G.
Rank: Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Navy
Company:

Division: River Assault Division 152
Born: 13 May 1939, Boston, Mass.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Boston, Mass.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/14/1970
Accredited To: Boston, MA

Place / Date: Ong Muong Canal, Kien Hoa

province, Republic of Vietnam, 15 June 1969



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a platoon sergeant with Company G, in connection with combat operations against 
the enemy on the night of 11 March 1970. Under the leadership of G/Sgt. Kellogg, a small unit from 
Company G was evacuating a fallen comrade when the unit came under a heavy volume of small 
arms and automatic weapons fire from a numerically superior enemy force occupying well-
concealed emplacements in the surrounding jungle. During the ensuing fierce engagement, an 
enemy soldier managed to maneuver through the dense foliage to a position near the marines, and 
hurled a hand grenade into their midst which glanced off the chest of G/Sgt. Kellogg. Quick to act, 
he forced the grenade into the mud in which he was standing, threw himself over the lethal 
weapon and absorbed the full effects of its detonation with his body thereby preventing serious 
injury or possible death to several of his fellow marines. Although suffering multiple injuries to his 
chest and his right shoulder and arm, G/Sgt. Kellogg resolutely continued to direct the efforts of his 
men until all were able to maneuver to the relative safety of the company perimeter. By his heroic 
and decisive action in risking his life to save the lives of his comrades, G/Sgt. Kellogg reflected the 
highest credit upon himself and upheld the finest traditions of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval 
Service.

KELLOGG, ALLAN JAY, JR.
Rank: Staff Sergeant
Organization: U.S. Marine Corps

Company: Company G, 2d Battalion
Division: 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division

Born: 1 October 1943, Bethel, Conn.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Bridgeport, Conn.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/15/1973

Accredited To: Bridgeport, CT

Place / Date: Quang Nam province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 11 March 1970



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a SEAL team leader during action against enemy aggressor (Viet Cong) forces. 
Acting in response to reliable intelligence, Lt. (J.G..) Kerrey led his SEAL team on a mission to 
capture important members of the enemy's area political cadre known to be located on an island 
in the bay of Nha Trang. In order to surprise the enemy, he and his team scaled a 350-foot 
sheer cliff to place themselves above the ledge on which the enemy was located. Splitting his 
team in 2 elements and coordinating both, Lt. (J.G..) Kerrey led his men in the treacherous 
downward descent to the enemy's camp. Just as they neared the end of their descent, intense 
enemy fire was directed at them, and Lt. (J.G.) Kerrey received massive injuries from a grenade 
which exploded at his feet and threw him backward onto the jagged rocks. Although bleeding 
profusely and suffering great pain, he displayed outstanding courage and presence of mind in 
immediately directing his element's fire into the heart of the enemy camp. Utilizing his radioman, 
Lt. (J.G.) Kerrey called in the second element's fire support which caught the confused Viet Cong 
in a devastating crossfire. After successfully suppressing the enemy's fire, and although 
immobilized by his multiple wounds, he continued to maintain calm, superlative control as he 
ordered his team to secure and defend an extraction site. Lt. (J.G.) Kerrey resolutely directed his 
men, despite his near unconscious state, until he was eventually evacuated by helicopter. The 
havoc brought to the enemy by this very successful mission cannot be over-estimated. The 
enemy soldiers who were captured provided critical intelligence to the allied effort. Lt. (J.G.) 
Kerrey's courageous and inspiring leadership, valiant fighting spirit, and tenacious devotion to 
duty in the face of almost overwhelming opposition sustain and enhance the finest traditions of 
the U.S. Naval Service.

KERREY, JOSEPH R.
Rank: Lieutenant, Junior Grade

Organization: U.S. Navy
Company:

Division: SEAL
Born: 27 August 1943, Lincoln, Nebr.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Omaha, Nebr.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/14/1970
Accredited To: Omaha, NE

Place / Date: Near Nha Trang Bay, 

Republic of Vietnam, 14 March 1969



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Sgt. Lemon (then Sp4c.), Company E, distinguished himself while serving as an 
assistant machine gunner during the defense of Fire Support Base Illingworth. When the base 
came under heavy enemy attack, Sgt. Lemon engaged a numerically superior enemy with 
machine gun and rifle fire from his defensive position until both weapons malfunctioned. He 
then used hand grenades to fend off the intensified enemy attack launched in his direction. 
After eliminating all but 1 of the enemy soldiers in the immediate vicinity, he pursued and 
disposed of the remaining soldier in hand-to-hand combat. Despite fragment wounds from an 
exploding grenade, Sgt. Lemon regained his position, carried a more seriously wounded 
comrade to an aid station, and, as he returned, was wounded a second time by enemy fire. 
Disregarding his personal injuries, he moved to his position through a hail of small arms and 
grenade fire. Sgt. Lemon immediately realized that the defensive sector was in danger of 
being overrun by the enemy and unhesitatingly assaulted the enemy soldiers by throwing 
hand grenades and engaging in hand-to-hand combat. He was wounded yet a third time, but 
his determined efforts successfully drove the enemy from the position. Securing an operable 
machine gun, Sgt. Lemon stood atop an embankment fully exposed to enemy fire, and placed 
effective fire upon the enemy until he collapsed from his multiple wounds and exhaustion. 
After regaining consciousness at the aid station, he refused medical evacuation until his more 
seriously wounded comrades had been evacuated. Sgt. Lemon's gallantry and extraordinary 
heroism, are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit on him, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

LEMON, PETER C.
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company E, 2d Battalion

Division: 8th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division
Born: 5 June 1950, Toronto, Canada

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Tawas City, Mich.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 06/14/1971
Accredited To: Michigan

Place / Date: Tay Ninh province, Republic of 

Vietnam, 1 April 1970



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sfc. Littrell, U.S. Military Assistance Command, Vietnam, Advisory Team 21, distinguished 
himself while serving as a Light Weapons Infantry Advisor with the 23d Battalion, 2d Ranger 
Group, Republic of Vietnam Army, near Dak Seang. After establishing a defensive perimeter on a 
hill on April 4, the battalion was subjected to an intense enemy mortar attack which killed the 
Vietnamese commander, 1 advisor, and seriously wounded all the advisors except Sfc. Littrell. 
During the ensuing 4 days, Sfc Littrell exhibited near superhuman endurance as he single-
handedly bolstered the besieged battalion. Repeatedly abandoning positions of relative safety, he 
directed artillery and air support by day and marked the unit's location by night, despite the 
heavy, concentrated enemy fire. His dauntless will instilled in the men of the 23d Battalion a 
deep desire to resist. Assault after assault was repulsed as the battalion responded to the 
extraordinary leadership and personal example exhibited by Sfc. Littrell as he continuously 
moved to those points most seriously threatened by the enemy, redistributed ammunition, 
strengthened faltering defenses, cared for the wounded and shouted encouragement to the 
Vietnamese in their own language. When the beleaguered battalion was finally ordered to 
withdraw, numerous ambushes were encountered. Sfc. Littrell repeatedly prevented widespread 
disorder by directing air strikes to within 50 meters of their position. Through his indomitable 
courage and complete disregard for his safety, he averted excessive loss of life and injury to the 
members of the battalion. The sustained extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by 
Sfc. Littrell over an extended period of time were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit on him and the U.S. Army.

LITTRELL, GARY LEE
Rank: Sergeant First Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Advisory Team 21

Division: U.S. Army Support Command
Born: 26 October 1944, Henderson, Ky.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Los Angeles, Calif.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue:
Accredited To:

Place / Date: Kontum province, Republic of 

Vietnam, 4-8 April 1970



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as Commanding Officer, Company E, in action against enemy forces. Company E 
launched a determined assault on the heavily fortified village of Dai Do, which had been seized by 
the enemy on the preceding evening isolating a marine company from the remainder of the 
battalion. Skillfully employing screening agents, Capt. Livingston maneuvered his men to assault 
positions across 500 meters of dangerous open rice paddy while under intense enemy fire. Ignoring 
hostile rounds impacting near him, he fearlessly led his men in a savage assault against enemy 
emplacements within the village. While adjusting supporting arms fire, Capt. Livingston moved to 
the points of heaviest resistance, shouting words of encouragement to his marines, directing their 
fire, and spurring the dwindling momentum of the attack on repeated occasions. Although twice 
painfully wounded by grenade fragments, he refused medical treatment and courageously led his 
men in the destruction of over 100 mutually supporting bunkers, driving the remaining enemy from 
their positions, and relieving the pressure on the stranded marine company. As the 2 companies 
consolidated positions and evacuated casualties, a third company passed through the friendly lines 
launching an assault on the adjacent village of Dinh To, only to be halted by a furious counterattack 
of an enemy battalion. Swiftly assessing the situation and disregarding the heavy volume of enemy 
fire, Capt. Livingston boldly maneuvered the remaining effective men of his company forward, 
joined forces with the heavily engaged marines, and halted the enemy's counterattack Wounded a 
third time and unable to walk, he steadfastly remained in the dangerously exposed area, deploying 
his men to more tenable positions and supervising the evacuation of casualties. Only when assured 
of the safety of his men did he allow himself to be evacuated. Capt. Livingston's gallant actions 
uphold the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service.

LIVINGSTON, JAMES E.
Rank: Captain

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps
Company: Company E, 2d Battalion

Division: 4th Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious 
Brigade

Born: 12 January 1940, Towns, Telfair County, Ga.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: McRae, Ga.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 05/14/1970

Accredited To:

Place / Date: Dai Do, Republic of Vietnam, 2 May 
1968



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Sgt. Lynch (then Sp4c.) distinguished himself while serving as a radio telephone 
operator with Company D. While serving in the forward element on an operation near the 
village of My An, his unit became heavily engaged with a numerically superior enemy force. 
Quickly and accurately assessing the situation, Sgt. Lynch provided his commander with 
information which subsequently proved essential to the unit's successful actions. Observing 3 
wounded comrades Lying exposed to enemy fire, Sgt. Lynch dashed across 50 meters of open 
ground through a withering hail of enemy fire to administer aid. Reconnoitering a nearby 
trench for a covered position to protect the wounded from intense hostile fire, he killed 2 
enemy soldiers at point blank range. With the trench cleared, he unhesitatingly returned to 
the fire-swept area 3 times to carry the wounded men to safety. When his company was 
forced to withdraw by the superior firepower of the enemy, Sgt. Lynch remained to aid his 
comrades at the risk of his life rather than abandon them. Alone, he defended his isolated 
position for 2 hours against the advancing enemy. Using only his rifle and a grenade, he 
stopped them just short of his trench, killing 5. Again, disregarding his safety in the face of 
withering hostile fire, he crossed 70 meters of exposed terrain 5 times to carry his wounded 
comrades to a more secure area. Once he had assured their comfort and safety, Sgt. Lynch 
located the counterattacking friendly company to assist in directing the attack and evacuating 
the 3 casualties. His gallantry at the risk of his life is in the highest traditions of the military 
service, Sgt. Lynch has reflected great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry, and the U.S. Army.

LYNCH, ALLEN JAMES
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company D, 1st Battalion

Division: 12th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division
Born: 28 October 1945, Chicago, Ill.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Chicago, Ill.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/14/1970
Accredited To: Chicago, IL

Place / Date: Near My An (2), Binh Dinh

province, Republic of Vietnam, 15 December 1967



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of duty. As a 
platoon leader in the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile), 1st Lt. Marm demonstrated indomitable 
courage during a combat operation. His company was moving through the valley to relieve a 
friendly unit surrounded by an enemy force of estimated regimental size. 1st Lt. Marm led his 
platoon through withering fire until they were finally forced to take cover. Realizing that his 
platoon could not hold very long, and seeing four enemy soldiers moving into his position, he 
moved quickly under heavy fire and annihilated all 4. Then, seeing that his platoon was receiving 
intense fire from a concealed machine gun, he deliberately exposed himself to draw its fire. Thus 
locating its position, he attempted to destroy it with an antitank weapon. Although he inflicted 
casualties, the weapon did not silence the enemy fire. Quickly, disregarding the intense fire 
directed on him and his platoon, he charged 30 meters across open ground, and hurled grenades 
into the enemy position, killing some of the 8 insurgents manning it. Although severely wounded, 
when his grenades were expended, armed with only a rifle, he continued the momentum of his 
assault on the position and killed the remainder. His selfless actions reduced the fire on his 
platoon, broke the enemy assault, and rallied his unit to continue toward the accomplishment of 
this mission. 1st Lt. Marm's gallantry on the battlefield and his extraordinary intrepidity at the risk 
of his life are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon himself and 
the Armed Forces of his country.

MARM, WALTER JOSEPH, JR.

Rank: Second Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company A, 1st Battalion

Division: 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division

Born: 20 November 1941, Washington, Pa.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Pittsburgh, Pa.
G.O. Number: 7

Date of Issue: 12/19/1966

Accredited To: Pittsburgh, PA
Place / Date: Vicinity of la Drang Valley, Republic of 

Vietnam, 14 November 1965



Private First Class James C. McCloughan distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty from May 13 - 15, 1969, while serving as a combat medic with 
Company C, 3d Battalion, 21st Infantry, 196th Light Infantry Brigade, Americal Division. The company air 
assaulted into an area near Tam Ky and Nui Yon Hill. On May 13th, with complete disregard for his life, he ran 
100 meters in an open field through heavy fire to rescue a comrade too injured to move and carried him to 
safety. That same day, 2d Platoon was ordered to search the area near Nui Yon Hill when the platoon was 
ambushed by a large North Vietnamese Army force and sustained heavy casualties. With complete disregard 
for his life and personal safety, Private First Class McCloughan led two Americans into the safety of a trench 
while being wounded by shrapnel from a rocket propelled grenade. He ignored a direct order to stay back and 
braved an enemy assault while moving into the “kill zone” on four more occasions to extract wounded 
comrades. He treated the injured, prepared the evacuation, and though bleeding heavily from shrapnel 
wounds on his head and body, refused evacuation to safety in order to remain at the battle site with his fellow 
Soldiers who were heavily outnumbered by North Vietnamese Army forces. On May 14th, the platoon was 
again ordered to move out towards Nui Yon Hill. Private First Class McCloughan was wounded a second time 
by small arms fire and shrapnel from a rocket propelled grenade while rendering aid to two Soldiers in an 
open rice paddy. In the final phases of the attack, two companies from the 2d North Vietnamese Army 
Division and an element of 700 soldiers from a Viet Cong regiment descended upon Company C’s position on 
three sides. Private First Class McCloughan, again with complete disregard for his life, went into the crossfire 
numerous times throughout the battle to extract wounded Soldiers, while also fighting the enemy. His 
relentless and courageous actions inspired and motivated his comrades to fight for their survival. When 
supplies ran low, Private First Class McCloughan volunteered to hold a blinking strobe light in an open area as 
a marker for a nighttime resupply drop. He remained steadfast while bullets landed all around him and rocket 
propelled grenades flew over his prone, exposed body. During the morning darkness of May 15th, Private First 
Class McCloughan knocked out a rocket propelled grenade position with a grenade, fought and eliminated 
enemy soldiers, treated numerous casualties, kept two critically wounded Soldiers alive during the night, and 
organized the dead and wounded for evacuation at daylight. His timely and courageous actions were 
instrumental in saving the lives of his fellow Soldiers. Private First Class McCloughan’s personal heroism, 
professional competence, and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, the Americal Division, and the United States Army.

McCloughan, James C.
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company C 3d Battlion

Division: 21st Infantry, 196th Light Infantry Brigade
Born: April 30 1946, South Haven, MI

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Bangor, Michigan
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 07/31/2017
Accredited To: Michigan

Place / Date: Near Tam Ky and Nui Yon Hill, 

Republic of Vietnam / 13-15 May 1969



Corporal Meyer maintained security at a patrol rally point while other members of his team 
moved on foot with two platoons of Afghan National Army and Border Police into the village of 
Ganjgal for a pre-dawn meeting with village elders. Moving into the village, the patrol was 
ambushed by more than 50 enemy fighters firing rocket propelled grenades, mortars, and 
machine guns from houses and fortified positions on the slopes above. Hearing over the radio 
that four U.S. team members were cut off, Corporal Meyer seized the initiative. With a fellow 
Marine driving, Corporal Meyer took the exposed gunner's position in a gun-truck as they drove 
down the steeply terraced terrain in a daring attempt to disrupt the enemy attack and locate 
the trapped U.S. team. Disregarding intense enemy fire now concentrated on their lone 
vehicle, Corporal Meyer killed a number of enemy fighters with the mounted machine guns and 
his rifle, some at near point blank range, as he and his driver made three solo trips into the 
ambush area. During the first two trips, he and his driver evacuated two dozen Afghan 
soldiers, many of whom were wounded. When one machine gun became inoperable, he 
directed a return to the rally point to switch to another gun-truck for a third trip into the 
ambush area where his accurate fire directly supported the remaining U.S. personnel and 
Afghan soldiers fighting their way out of the ambush. Despite a shrapnel wound to his arm, 
Corporal Meyer made two more trips into the ambush area in a third gun-truck accompanied 
by four other Afghan vehicles to recover more wounded Afghan soldiers and search for the 
missing U.S. team members. Still under heavy enemy fire, he dismounted the vehicle on the 
fifth trip and moved on foot to locate and recover the bodies of his team members. Corporal 
Meyer's daring initiative and bold fighting spirit throughout the 6-hour battle significantly 
disrupted the enemy's attack and inspired the members of the combined force to fight on. His 
unwavering courage and steadfast devotion to his U.S. and Afghan comrades in the face of 
almost certain death reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the highest traditions of 
the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.

MEYER, DAKOTA
Rank: Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps
Company: Embedded Training Team 2-8

Division: Regional Corps Advisory Command 3-7
Born: 26 June 1988, Columbia, KY

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Louisville, KY
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 09/15/2011
Accredited To: Kentucky

Place / Date: 8 September 2009, Kunar Province, 

Afghanistan



Cpl. Miyamura, a member of Company H, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action against the enemy. On the night of 24 
April, Company H was occupying a defensive position when the enemy fanatically attacked 
threatening to overrun the position. Cpl. Miyamura, a machine gun squad leader, aware of the 
imminent danger to his men unhesitatingly jumped from his shelter wielding his bayonet in 
close hand-to-hand combat killing approximately 10 of the enemy. Returning to his position, 
he administered first aid to the wounded and directed their evacuation. As another savage 
assault hit the line, he manned his machine gun and delivered withering fire until his 
ammunition was expended. He ordered the squad to withdraw while he stayed behind to 
render the gun inoperative. He then bayoneted his way through infiltrated enemy soldiers to a 
second gun emplacement and assisted in its operation. When the intensity of the attack 
necessitated the withdrawal of the company Cpl. Miyamura ordered his men to fall back while 
he remained to cover their movement. He killed more than 50 of the enemy before his 
ammunition was depleted and he was severely wounded. He maintained his magnificent stand 
despite his painful wounds, continuing to repel the attack until his position was overrun. 
When last seen he was fighting ferociously against an overwhelming number of enemy 
soldiers. Cpl. Miyamura's indomitable heroism and consummate devotion to duty reflect the 
utmost glory on himself and uphold the illustrious traditions on the military service.

MIYAMURA, HIROSHI H.
Rank: Corporal

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company H

Division: 7th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Infantry 

Division
Born: October 6, 1925, Gallup, N. Mex.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Gallup, N. Mex.

G.O. Number: 85

Date of Issue: 10/27/1953
Accredited To: Gallup, NM

Place / Date: Near Taejon-ni, Korea, 24 and 
25 April 1951



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. 
On 15 July, during Operation HASTINGS, Company K was landed in an enemy-infested jungle 
area to establish a blocking position at a major enemy trail network. Shortly after landing, the 
company encountered a reinforced enemy platoon in a well-organized, defensive position. Maj. 
Modrzejewski led his men in the successful seizure of the enemy redoubt, which contained large 
quantities of ammunition and supplies. That evening, a numerically superior enemy force 
counterattacked in an effort to retake the vital supply area, thus setting the pattern of activity for 
the next 2 1/2 days. In the first series of attacks, the enemy assaulted repeatedly in 
overwhelming numbers but each time was repulsed by the gallant marines. The second night, 
the enemy struck in battalion strength, and Maj. Modrzejewski was wounded in this intensive 
action which was fought at close quarters. Although exposed to enemy fire, and despite his 
painful wounds, he crawled 200 meters to provide critically needed ammunition to an exposed 
element of his command and was constantly present wherever the fighting was heaviest, despite 
numerous casualties, a dwindling supply of ammunition and the knowledge that they were 
surrounded, he skillfully directed artillery fire to within a few meter* of his position and 
courageously inspired the efforts of his company in repelling the aggressive enemy attack. On 18 
July, Company K was attacked by a regimental-size enemy force. Although his unit was vastly 
outnumbered and weakened by the previous fighting, Maj. Modrzejewski reorganized his men 
and calmly moved among them to encourage and direct their efforts to heroic limits as they 
fought to overcome the vicious enemy onslaught. Again he called in air and artillery strikes at 
close range with devastating effect on the enemy, which together with the bold and determined 
fighting of the men of Company K, repulsed the fanatical attack of the larger North Vietnamese 
force. His unparalleled personal heroism and indomitable leadership inspired his men to a 
significant victory over the enemy force and reflected great credit upon himself, the Marine 
Corps, and the U.S. Naval Service.

MODRZEJEWSKI, 
ROBERT J.
Rank: Captain
Organization: U.S. Marine Corps

Company: Company K, 3d Battalion

Division: 4th Marines, 3d Marine Division
Born: 3 July 1934, Milwaukee, Wis.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Milwaukee, Wis.

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 03/12/1968
Accredited To: Milwaukee, WI

Place / Date: Republic of Vietnam, 15 to 18 July 
1966



Staff Sergeant Melvin Morris distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and 
beyond the call of duty while serving as Commander of a Strike Force drawn from Company D, 5th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces, during combat operations against an armed 
enemy in the vicinity of Chi Lang, Republic of Vietnam on September 17, 1969. On that afternoon, 
Staff Sergeant Morris’ affiliated companies encountered an extensive enemy mine field and were 
subsequently engaged by a hostile force. Staff Sergeant Morris learned by radio that a fellow team 
commander had been killed near an enemy bunker and he immediately reorganized his men into an 
effective assault posture before advancing forward and splitting off with two men to recover the 
team commander’s body. Observing the maneuver, the hostile force concentrated its fire on Staff 
Sergeant Morris’ three-man element and successfully wounded both men accompanying him. After 
assisting the two wounded men back to his forces’ lines, Staff Sergeant Morris charged forward into 
withering enemy fire with only his men’s suppressive fire as cover. While enemy machine gun 
emplacements continuously directed strafing fusillades against him, Staff Sergeant Morris destroyed 
the positions with hand grenades and continued his assault, ultimately eliminating four bunkers. 
Upon reaching the bunker nearest the fallen team commander, Staff Sergeant Morris repulsed the 
enemy, retrieved his comrade and began the arduous trek back to friendly lines. He was wounded 
three times as he struggled forward, but ultimately succeeded in returning his fallen comrade to a 
friendly position. Staff Sergeant Morris’ extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond 
the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit 
upon himself, his unit, and the United States Army.

MORRIS, MELVIN
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: 3d Company

Division:
Born: January 7, 1942, Okmulgee, OK

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Fort Bragg, NC
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 03/18/2014
Accredited To: North Carolina

Place / Date: September 17, 1969, Chi Lang, 

Vietnam



Lt. Norris completed an unprecedented ground rescue of 2 downed pilots deep within heavily 
controlled enemy territory in Quang Tri Province. Lt. Norris, on the night of 10 April, led a 5-
man patrol through 2,000 meters of heavily controlled enemy territory, located 1 of the downed 
pilots at daybreak, and returned to the Forward Operating Base (FOB). On 11 April, after a 
devastating mortar and rocket attack on the small FOB, Lt. Norris led a 3-man team on 2 
unsuccessful rescue attempts for the second pilot. On the afternoon of the 12th, a forward air 
controller located the pilot and notified Lt. Norris. Dressed in fishermen disguises and using a 
sampan, Lt. Norris and 1 Vietnamese traveled throughout that night and found the injured pilot 
at dawn. Covering the pilot with bamboo and vegetation, they began the return journey, 
successfully evading a North Vietnamese patrol. Approaching the FOB, they came under heavy 
machinegun fire. Lt. Norris called in an air strike which provided suppression fire and a smoke 
screen, allowing the rescue party to reach the FOB. By his outstanding display of decisive 
leadership, undaunted courage, and selfless dedication in the face of extreme danger, Lt. Norris 
enhanced the finest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.

NORRIS, THOMAS R.
Rank: Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Navy
Company: Strategic Technical Directorate 

Assitance Team
Division: U.S. Army Support Command

Born: 14 January 1944, Jacksonville, Fla.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Silver Spring, Md.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 03/06/1976

Accredited To: Silver Springs, MD

Place / Date: Quang Tri Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 10 to 13 April 1972



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action against the communist (Viet Cong) forces at 
the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. While leading his squad in the assault 
against a strongly entrenched enemy force, his unit came under intense small-arms fire. With 
complete disregard for his personal safety, Sgt. O'Malley raced across an open rice paddy to a 
trench line where the enemy forces were located. Jumping into the trench, he attacked the Viet 
Cong with his rifle and grenades, and singly killed 8 of the enemy. He then led his squad to the 
assistance of an adjacent marine unit which was suffering heavy casualties. Continuing to press 
forward, he reloaded his weapon and fired with telling effect into the enemy emplacement. He 
personally assisted in the evacuation of several wounded marines, and again regrouping the 
remnants of his squad, he returned to the point of the heaviest fighting. Ordered to an 
evacuation point by an officer, Sgt. O'Malley gathered his besieged and badly wounded squad, 
and boldly led them under fire to a helicopter for withdrawal. Although 3 times wounded in this 
encounter, and facing imminent death from a fanatic and determined enemy, he steadfastly 
refused evacuation and continued to cover his squad's boarding of the helicopters while, from 
an exposed position, he delivered fire against the enemy until his wounded men were 
evacuated. Only then, with his last mission accomplished, did he permit himself to be removed 
from the battlefield. By his valor, leadership, and courageous efforts in behalf of his comrades, 
he served as an inspiration to all who observed him, and reflected the highest credit upon the 
Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service.

O'MALLEY, ROBERT E.
Rank: Corporal

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps
Company: Company I, 3d Battalion

Division: 3d Marine Regiment, 3d Marine 
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Born: 3 June 1943, Woodside, NY
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Entered Service At: New York, N.Y.

G.O. Number:
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Place / Date: Near An Cu'ong 2, South Vietnam, 
18 August 1965



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Sgt. Patterson (then Sp4c.) distinguished himself while serving as a fire team leader of the 3d 
Platoon, Troop B, during an assault against a North Vietnamese Army battalion which was 
entrenched in a heavily fortified position. When the leading squad of the 3d Platoon was pinned 
down by heavy interlocking automatic weapon and rocket propelled grenade fire from 2 enemy 
bunkers, Sgt. Patterson and the 2 other members of his assault team moved forward under a hail of 
enemy fire to destroy the bunkers with grenade and machinegun fire. Observing that his comrades 
were being fired on from a third enemy bunker covered by enemy gunners in one-man spider holes, 
Sgt. Patterson, with complete disregard for his safety and ignoring the warning of his comrades that 
he was moving into a bunker complex, assaulted and destroyed the position. Although exposed to 
intensive small arm and grenade fire from the bunkers and their mutually supporting emplacements. 
Sgt. Patterson continued his assault upon the bunkers which were impeding the advance of his unit. 
Sgt. Patterson single-handedly destroyed by rifle and grenade fire 5 enemy bunkers, killed 8 enemy 
soldiers and captured 7 weapons. His dauntless courage and heroism inspired his platoon to resume 
the attack and to penetrate the enemy defensive position. Sgt. Patterson's action at the risk of his 
life has reflected great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

PATTERSON, ROBERT 
MARTIN
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: 3d Platoon, Troop B, 2d Squadron

Division: 17th Cavalry, 101st Airborne Division
Born: 16 April 1948, Durham, North Carolina

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Raleigh, N.C.

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/09/1969
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Place / Date: Near La Chu, Republic of Vietnam, 
6 May 1968



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: 
Staff Sergeant Leroy A. Petry distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty in action with an armed enemy in the vicinity of 
Paktya Province, Afghanistan, on May 26, 2008. As a Weapons Squad Leader with D Company, 
2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Staff Sergeant Petry moved to clear the courtyard of a 
house that potentially contained high-value combatants. While crossing the courtyard, Staff 
Sergeant Petry and another Ranger were engaged and wounded by automatic weapons fire from 
enemy fighters. Still under enemy fire, and wounded in both legs, Staff Sergeant Petry led the 
other Ranger to cover. He then reported the situation and engaged the enemy with a hand 
grenade, providing suppression as another Ranger moved to his position. The enemy quickly 
responded by maneuvering closer and throwing grenades. The first grenade explosion knocked 
his two fellow Rangers to the ground and wounded both with shrapnel. A second grenade then 
landed only a few feet away from them. Instantly realizing the danger, Staff Sergeant Petry, 
unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for his safety, deliberately and selflessly moved 
forward, picked up the grenade, and in an effort to clear the immediate threat, threw the grenade 
away from his fellow Rangers. As he was releasing the grenade it detonated, amputating his right 
hand at the wrist and further injuring him with multiple shrapnel wounds. Although picking up and 
throwing the live grenade grievously wounded Staff Sergeant Petry, his gallant act undeniably 
saved his fellow Rangers from being severely wounded or killed. Despite the severity of his 
wounds, Staff Sergeant Petry continued to maintain the presence of mind to place a tourniquet on 
his right wrist before communicating the situation by radio in order to coordinate support for 
himself and his fellow wounded Rangers. Staff Sergeant Petry's extraordinary heroism and 
devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service, and reflect great 
credit upon himself, 75th Ranger Regiment, and the United States Army.

PETRY, LEROY A.
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Company D

Division: 2d Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment
Born: 29 July 1979, Santa Fe, NM

Departed: No
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Sergeant Ryan M. Pitts distinguished himself by extraordinary acts of heroism at the risk of his life 
above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Forward Observer in 2d Platoon, Chosen 
Company, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne Brigade during combat 
operations against an armed enemy at Vehicle Patrol Base Kahler in the vicinity of Wanat Village, 
Kunar Province, Afghanistan on July 13, 2008. Early that morning, while Sergeant Pitts was 
providing perimeter security at Observation Post Topside, a well-organized Anti-Afghan Force 
consisting of over 200 members initiated a close proximity sustained and complex assault using 
accurate and intense rocket-propelled grenade, machine gun and small arms fire on Wanat Vehicle 
Patrol Base. An immediate wave of rocket-propelled grenade rounds engulfed the Observation Post 
wounding Sergeant Pitts and inflicting heavy casualties. Sergeant Pitts had been knocked to the 
ground and was bleeding heavily from shrapnel wounds to his arm and legs, but with incredible 
toughness and resolve, he subsequently took control of the Observation Post and returned fire on 
the enemy. As the enemy drew nearer, Sergeant Pitts threw grenades, holding them after the pin 
was pulled and the safety lever was released to allow a nearly immediate detonation on the hostile 
forces. Unable to stand on his own and near death because of the severity of his wounds and blood 
loss, Sergeant Pitts continued to lay suppressive fire until a two-man reinforcement team arrived. 
Sergeant Pitts quickly assisted them by giving up his main weapon and gathering ammunition all 
while continually lobbing fragmentary grenades until these were expended. At this point, Sergeant 
Pitts crawled to the northern position radio and described the situation to the Command Post as the 
enemy continued to try and isolate the Observation Post from the main Patrol Base. With the enemy 
close enough for him to hear their voices and with total disregard for his own life, Sergeant Pitts 
whispered in the radio situation reports and conveyed information that the Command Post used to 
provide indirect fire support. Sergeant Pitts' courage, steadfast commitment to the defense of his 
unit and ability to fight while seriously wounded prevented the enemy from overrunning the 
Observation Post and capturing fallen American soldiers, and ultimately prevented the enemy from 
gaining fortified positions on higher ground from which to attack Wanat Vehicle Patrol Base. 
Sergeant Ryan M. Pitts' extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, 
Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne Brigade and the United 
States Army.

PITTS, RYAN M. 
Rank: Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: 2nd Battalion, 503rd Infantry

Division: 173d Airborne Brigade
Born: 1985 , LOWELL, MA

Departed: No
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G.O. Number:
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Specialist Four Alfred Rascon, distinguished himself by a series of extraordinarily courageous acts on 16 
March 1966, while assigned as a medic to the Reconnaissance Platoon, Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion 
(Airborne), 503rd Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade (Separate). While moving to reinforce its sister battalion 
under intense enemy attack, the Reconnaissance Platoon came under heavy fire from a numerically superior 
enemy force. The intense enemy fire from crew-served weapons and grenades severely wounded several 
point squad soldiers. Specialist Rascon, ignoring directions to stay behind shelter until covering fire could be 
provided, made his way forward. He repeatedly tried to reach the severely wounded point machine-gunner 
laying on an open enemy trail, but was driven back each time by the withering fire. Disregarding his personal 
safety, he jumped to his feet, ignoring flying bullets and exploding grenades to reach his comrade. To protect 
him from further wounds, he intentionally placed his body between the soldier and enemy machine guns, 
sustaining numerous shrapnel injuries and a serious wound to the hip. Disregarding his serious wounds he 
dragged the larger soldier from the fire-raked trail. Hearing the second machine-gunner yell that he was 
running out of ammunition, Specialist Rascon, under heavy enemy fire crawled back to the wounded 
machine-gunner stripping him of his bandoleers of ammunition, giving them to the machine-gunner who 
continued his suppressive fire. Specialist Rascon fearing the abandoned machine gun, its ammunition and 
spare barrel could fall into enemy hands made his way to retrieve them. On the way, he was wounded in the 
face and torso by grenade fragments, but disregarded these wounds to recover the abandoned machine gun, 
ammunition and spare barrel items, enabling another soldier to provide added suppressive fire to the pinned-
down squad. In searching for the wounded, he saw the point grenadier being wounded by small arms fire 
and grenades being thrown at him. Disregarding his own life and his numerous wounds, Specialist Rascon
reached and covered him with his body absorbing the blasts from the exploding grenades, and saving the 
soldier's life, but sustaining additional wounds to his body. While making his way to the wounded point squad 
leader, grenades were hurled at the sergeant. Again, in complete disregard for his own life, he reached and 
covered the sergeant with his body, absorbing the full force of the grenade explosions. Once more Specialist 
Rascon was critically wounded by shrapnel, but disregarded his own wounds to continue to search and aid 
the wounded. Severely wounded, he remained on the battlefield, inspiring his fellow soldiers to continue the 
battle. After the enemy broke contact, he disregarded aid for himself, instead treating the wounded and 
directing their evacuation. Only after being placed on the evacuation helicopter did he allow aid to be given 
to him. Specialist Rascon's extraordinary valor in the face of deadly enemy fire, his heroism in rescuing the 
wounded, and his gallantry by repeatedly risking his own life for his fellow soldiers are in keeping with the 
highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States 
Army.

RASCON, ALFRED V.
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class

Organization: U.S. Army
Company:

Division: 503rd Infantry,173d Airborne Brigade
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Place / Date: Republic of Vietnam, 16 March 
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For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. Capt. Ray distinguished himself while serving as a platoon leader with Company A. 
When 1 of his ambush patrols was attacked by an estimated reinforced Viet Cong company, 
Capt. Ray organized a reaction force and quickly moved through 2 kilometers of mountainous 
jungle terrain to the contact area. After breaking through the hostile lines to reach the 
beleaguered patrol, Capt. Ray began directing the reinforcement of the site. When an enemy 
position pinned down 3 of his men with a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire, he 
silenced the emplacement with a grenade and killed 4 Viet Cong with his rifle fire. As medics 
were moving a casualty toward a sheltered position, they began receiving intense hostile fire. 
While directing suppressive fire on the enemy position, Capt. Ray moved close enough to 
silence the enemy with a grenade. A few moments later Capt. Ray saw an enemy grenade 
land, unnoticed, near 2 of his men. Without hesitation or regard for his safety he dove 
between the grenade and the men, thus shielding them from the explosion while receiving 
wounds in his exposed feet and legs. He immediately sustained additional wounds in his legs 
from an enemy machinegun, but nevertheless he silenced the emplacement with another 
grenade. Although suffering great pain from his wounds, Capt. Ray continued to direct his 
men, providing the outstanding courage and leadership they vitally needed, and prevented 
their annihilation by successfully leading them from their surrounded position. Only after 
assuring that his platoon was no longer in immediate danger did he allow himself to be 
evacuated for medical treatment. By his gallantry at the risk of his life in the highest traditions 
of the military service, Capt. Ray has reflected great credit on himself, his unit, and the U.S. 
Army.

RAY, RONALD ERIC
Rank: 1st Lieutenant

Organization: U.S. Army
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For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sgt. Roberts distinguished himself while serving as a rifleman in Company B, during 
combat operations. Sgt. Roberts' platoon was maneuvering along a ridge to attack heavily fortified 
enemy bunker positions which had pinned down an adjoining friendly company. As the platoon 
approached the enemy positions, it was suddenly pinned down by heavy automatic weapons and 
grenade fire from camouflaged enemy fortifications atop the overlooking hill. Seeing his platoon 
immobilized and in danger of failing in its mission, Sgt. Roberts crawled rapidly toward the closest 
enemy bunker. With complete disregard for his safety, he leaped to his feet and charged the 
bunker, firing as he ran. Despite the intense enemy fire directed at him, Sgt. Roberts silenced the 
2-man bunker. Without hesitation, Sgt. Roberts continued his l-man assault on a second bunker. 
As he neared the second bunker, a burst of enemy fire knocked his rifle from his hands. Sgt. 
Roberts picked up a rifle dropped by a comrade and continued his assault, silencing the bunker. 
He continued his charge against a third bunker and destroyed it with well-thrown hand grenades. 
Although Sgt. Roberts was now cut off from his platoon, he continued his assault against a fourth 
enemy emplacement. He fought through a heavy hail of fire to join elements of the adjoining 
company which had been pinned down by the enemy fire. Although continually exposed to hostile 
fire, he assisted in moving wounded personnel from exposed positions on the hilltop to an 
evacuation area before returning to his unit. By his gallant and selfless actions, Sgt. Roberts 
contributed directly to saving the lives of his comrades and served as an inspiration to his fellow 
soldiers in the defeat of the enemy force. Sgt. Roberts' extraordinary heroism in action at the risk 
of his life were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

ROBERTS, GORDON R.
Rank: Specialist Fourth Class

Organization: U.S. Army
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Departed: No

Entered Service At: Cincinnati, Ohio
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 03/02/1971
Accredited To: Cincinnati, OH

Place / Date: Thua Thien Province, Republic of 

Vietnam, 11 July 1969



Sergeant First Class Jose Rodela distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above 
and beyond the call of duty while serving as the company commander, Detachment B-36, 
Company A, 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), 1st Special Forces during combat operations 
against an armed enemy in Phuoc Long Province, Republic of Vietnam on September 1, 1969. 
That afternoon, Sergeant First Class Rodela’s battalion came under an intense barrage of mortar, 
rocket, and machine gun fire. Ignoring the withering enemy fire, Sergeant First Class Rodela
immediately began placing his men into defensive positions to prevent the enemy from 
overrunning the entire battalion. Repeatedly exposing himself to enemy fire, Sergeant First Class 
Rodela moved from position to position, providing suppressing fire and assisting wounded, and 
was himself wounded in the back and head by a B-40 rocket while recovering a wounded 
comrade. Alone, Sergeant First Class Rodela assaulted and knocked out the B-40 rocket position 
before successfully returning to the battalion’s perimeter. Sergeant First Class Rodela’s
extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the 
highest tradit
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For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as a Section Leader with Bravo Troop, 3d Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division, during combat operations against an armed enemy at Combat Outpost 
Keating, Kamdesh District, Nuristan Province, Afghanistan on 3 October 2009. On that morning, Staff 
Sergeant Romesha and his comrades awakened to an attack by an estimated 300 enemy fighters occupying 
the high ground on all four sides of the complex, employing concentrated fire from recoilless rifles, rocket 
propelled grenades, anti-aircraft machine guns, mortars and small arms fire. Staff Sergeant Romesha moved 
uncovered under intense enemy fire to conduct a reconnaissance of the battlefield and seek reinforcements 
from the barracks before returning to action with the support of an assistant gunner. Staff Sergeant Romesha
took out an enemy machine gun team and, while engaging a second, the generator he was using for cover 
was struck by a rocket-propelled grenade, inflicting him with shrapnel wounds. Undeterred by his injuries, 
Staff Sergeant Romesha continued to fight and upon the arrival of another soldier to aid him and the 
assistant gunner, he again rushed through the exposed avenue to assemble additional soldiers. Staff 
Sergeant Romesha then mobilized a five-man team and returned to the fight equipped with a sniper rifle. 
With complete disregard for his own safety, Staff Sergeant Romesha continually exposed himself to heavy 
enemy fire, as he moved confidently about the battlefield engaging and destroying multiple enemy targets, 
including three Taliban fighters who had breached the combat outpost�s perimeter. While orchestrating a 
successful plan to secure and reinforce key points of the battlefield, Staff Sergeant Romesha maintained radio 
communication with the tactical operations center. As the enemy forces attacked with even greater ferocity, 
unleashing a barrage of rocket-propelled grenades and recoilless rifle rounds, Staff Sergeant Romesha
identified the point of attack and directed air support to destroy over 30 enemy fighters. After receiving 
reports that seriously injured soldiers were at a distant battle position, Staff Sergeant Romesha and his team 
provided covering fire to allow the injured soldiers to safely reach the aid station. Upon receipt of orders to 
proceed to the next objective, his team pushed forward 100 meters under overwhelming enemy fire to 
recover and prevent the enemy fighters from taking the bodies of the fallen comrades. Staff Sergeant 
Romesha�s heroic actions throughout the day-long battle were critical in suppressing an enemy that had far 
greater numbers. His extraordinary efforts gave Bravo Troop the opportunity to regroup, reorganize and 
prepare for the counterattack that allowed the Troop to account for its personnel and secure Combat Post 
Keating. Staff Sergeant Romesha�s discipline and extraordinary heroism above and beyond the call of duty 
reflect great credit upon himself, Bravo Troop, 3d Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat 
Team, 4th Infantry Division and the United States Army.
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Sergeant Gary Michael Rose distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty while serving as a Special Forces Medic with a company sized exploitation force, 5th Special 
Forces Group, 1st Special Forces. Between 11 and 14 September 1970, Sergeant Rose’s company was continuously 
engaged by a well-armed and numerically superior hostile force deep in enemy-controlled territory. Enemy B-40 
rockets and mortar rounds rained down while the adversary sprayed the area with small arms and machine gun fire, 
wounding many and forcing everyone to seek cover. Sergeant Rose, braving the hail of bullets, sprinted fifty meters 
to a wounded soldier’s side. He then used his own body to protect the casualty from further injury while treating his 
wounds. After stabilizing the casualty, Sergeant Rose carried him through the bullet-ridden combat zone to protective 
cover. As the enemy accelerated the attack, Sergeant Rose continuously exposed himself to intense fire as he 
fearlessly moved from casualty to casualty, administering life-saving aid. A B-40 rocket impacted just meters from 
Sergeant Rose, knocking him from his feet and injuring his head, hand, and foot. Ignoring his wounds, Sergeant Rose 
struggled to his feet and continued to render aid to the other injured soldiers. During an attempted medevac, 
Sergeant Rose again exposed himself to enemy fire as he attempted to hoist wounded personnel up to the hovering 
helicopter, which was unable to land due to unsuitable terrain. The medevac mission was aborted due to intense 
enemy fire and the helicopter crashed a few miles away due to the enemy fire sustained during the attempted 
extraction. Over the next two days, Sergeant Rose continued to expose himself to enemy fire in order to treat the 
wounded, estimated to be half of the company’s personnel. On September 14, during the company’s eventual 
helicopter extraction, the enemy launched a full-scale offensive. Sergeant Rose, after loading wounded personnel on 
the first set of extraction helicopters, returned to the outer perimeter under enemy fire, carrying friendly casualties 
and moving wounded personnel to more secure positions until they could be evacuated. He then returned to the 
perimeter to help repel the enemy until the final extraction helicopter arrived. As the final helicopter was loaded, the 
enemy began to overrun the company’s position, and the helicopter’s Marine door gunner was shot in the neck. 
Sergeant Rose instantly administered critical medical treatment onboard the helicopter, saving the Marine’s life. The 
helicopter carrying Sergeant Rose crashed several hundred meters from the evacuation point, further injuring 
Sergeant Rose and the personnel on board. Despite his numerous wounds from the past three days, Sergeant Rose 
continued to pull and carry unconscious and wounded personnel out of the burning wreckage and continued to 
administer aid to the wounded until another extraction helicopter arrived. Sergeant Rose’s extraordinary heroism and 
selflessness above and beyond the call of duty were critical to saving numerous lives over that four day time period. 
His actions are in keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, the 1st 
Special Forces, and the United States Army.

ROSE, GARY M.
Rank: Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Military Assistance Command, 

Vietnam — Studies and Observations Group
Division: 5th Special Forces Group

Born: 17 October 1947, Watertown, New York

Departed: No
Entered Service At: California

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/23/2017

Accredited To:

Place / Date: Chavane, Laos, September 11-
14, 1970



Cpl. Rosser, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry above and beyond the call of duty. 
While assaulting heavily fortified enemy hill positions, Company L, 38th Infantry Regiment, 
was stopped by fierce automatic-weapons, small-arms, artillery, and mortar fire. Cpl. Rosser, a 
forward observer was with the lead platoon of Company L, when it came under fire from 2 
directions. Cpl. Rosser turned his radio over to his assistant and, disregarding the enemy fire, 
charged the enemy positions armed with only carbine and a grenade. At the first bunker, he 
silenced its occupants with a burst from his weapon. Gaining the top of the hill, he killed 2 
enemy soldiers, and then went down the trench, killing 5 more as he advanced. He then 
hurled his grenade into a bunker and shot 2 other soldiers as they emerged. Having 
exhausted his ammunition, he returned through the enemy fire to obtain more ammunition 
and grenades and charged the hill once more. Calling on others to follow him, he assaulted 2 
more enemy bunkers. Although those who attempted to join him became casualties, Cpl. 
Rosser once again exhausted his ammunition obtained a new supply, and returning to the 
hilltop a third time hurled grenades into the enemy positions. During this heroic action Cpl. 
Rosser single-handedly killed at least 13 of the enemy. After exhausting his ammunition he 
accompanied the withdrawing platoon, and though himself wounded, made several trips 
across open terrain still under enemy fire to help remove other men injured more seriously 
than himself. This outstanding soldier's courageous and selfless devotion to duty is worthy of 
emulation by all men. He has contributed magnificently to the high traditions of the military 
service.

ROSSER, RONALD E.
Rank: Corporal

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: Heavy Mortar Company

Division: 38th Infantry Regiment, 2d Infantry 
Division

Born: 24 October 1929, Columbus, Ohio

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Crooksville, Ohio

G.O. Number: 67
Date of Issue: 06/27/1952

Accredited To: Crooksville, OH

Place / Date: Vicinity of Ponggilli, Korea, 12 
January 1952



For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sp5c. Sasser distinguished himself while assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters 
Company, 3d Battalion. He was serving as a medical aidman with Company A, 3d Battalion, on a 
reconnaissance in force operation. His company was making an air assault when suddenly it was 
taken under heavy small arms, recoilless rifle, machinegun and rocket fire from well fortified 
enemy positions on 3 sides of the landing zone. During the first few minutes, over 30 casualties 
were sustained. Without hesitation, Sp5c. Sasser ran across an open rice paddy through a hail of 
fire to assist the wounded. After helping 1 man to safety, was painfully wounded in the left 
shoulder by fragments of an exploding rocket. Refusing medical attention, he ran through a 
barrage of rocket and automatic weapons fire to aid casualties of the initial attack and, after 
giving them urgently needed treatment, continued to search for other wounded. Despite two 
additional wounds immobilizing his legs he dragged himself through the mud toward another 
soldier 100 meters away. Although in agonizing pain and faint from loss of blood, Sp5c. Sasser 
reached the man, treated him, and proceeded on to encourage another group of soldiers to crawl 
200 meters to relative safety. There he attended their wounds for 5 hours until they were 
evacuated. Sp5c. Sasser's extraordinary heroism is in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.

SASSER, CLARENCE 
EUGENE
Rank: Specialist Fifth Class
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Headquarters Company

Division: 60th Infantry, 9th Infantry Division
Born: 12 September 1947, Chenango, Tex.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Houston, Tex.

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 03/07/1969
Accredited To: Houston, TX

Place / Date: Ding Tuong Province, Republic 
of Vietnam, 10 January 1968



Staff Sergeant Ronald J. Shurer II distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the 
call of duty on April 6, 2008, while serving as a Senior Medical Sergeant, Special Forces Operational Detachment 
Alpha 3336, Special Operations Task Force-33, in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Staff Sergeant Shurer 
was part of an assault element inserted by helicopter into a location in Afghanistan. As the assault element 
moved up a near vertical mountain toward its objective, it was engaged by fierce enemy machine gun, sniper, 
and rocket-propelled grenade fire. The lead portion of the assault element, which included the ground 
commander, sustained several casualties and became pinned down on the mountainside. Staff Sergeant Shurer 
and the rest of the trailing portion of the assault element were likewise engaged by enemy machine gun, sniper, 
and rocket-propelled grenade fire. As the attack intensified, Staff Sergeant Shurer braved enemy fire to move to 
an injured Soldier and treat his wounds. Having stabilized the injured Soldier, Staff Sergeant Shurer then learned 
of the casualties among the lead element. Staff Sergeant Shurer fought his way up the mountainside, under 
intense enemy fire, to the lead element’s location. Upon reaching the lead element, he treated and stabilized two 
more Soldiers. Finishing those lifesaving efforts, Staff Sergeant Shurer noticed two additional severely wounded 
Soldiers under intense enemy fire. The bullet that had wounded one of these Soldiers had also impacted Staff 
Sergeant Shurer’s helmet. With complete disregard for his own life, Staff Sergeant Shurer again moved through 
enemy fire to treat and stabilize one Soldier’s severely wounded arm. Shortly thereafter, Staff Sergeant Shurer 
continued to brave withering enemy fire to get to the other Soldier’s location in order to treat his lower leg, which 
had been almost completely severed by a high-caliber sniper round. After treating the Soldier, Staff Sergeant 
Shurer began to evacuate the wounded; carrying and lowering them down the sheer mountainside. While moving 
down the mountain, Staff Sergeant Shurer used his own body to shield the wounded from enemy fire and debris 
caused by danger-close air strikes. Reaching the base of the mountain, Staff Sergeant Shurer set up a casualty 
collection point and continued to treat the wounded. With the arrival of the medical evacuation helicopter, Staff 
Sergeant Shurer, again under enemy fire, helped load the wounded into the helicopter. Having ensured the safety 
of the wounded, Staff Sergeant Shurer then regained control of his commando squad and rejoined the fight. He 
continued to lead his troops and emplace security elements until it was time to move to the evacuation landing 
zone for the helicopter. Staff Sergeant Shurer’s actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of military service 
and reflect great credit upon himself, Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force-Afghanistan, Special 
Operations Command Central, and the United States Army.

SHURER II, RONALD J.
Rank: Staff Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army
Company: 3rd Special Forces Group

Division: Combined Joint Special Operations Task 
Force - Afghanistan

Born: 7 December 1978, Fairbanks, Alaska

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Spokane, Washington

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/01/2018

Accredited To:

Place / Date: Shok Valley, Nuristan Province, 
Afghanistan, 6 April 2008



SIMANEK, ROBERT E.
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps
Company: Company F, 2d Battalion

Division: 5th Marines, 1st Marine Division
Born: 26 April 1930, Detroit, Mich.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Detroit, MI
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/27/1953
Accredited To: Detroit, MI

Place / Date: Korea, 17 August 1952

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty while serving with Company F, in action against enemy aggressor forces. 
While accompanying a patrol en route to occupy a combat outpost forward of friendly 
lines, Pfc. Simanek exhibited a high degree of courage and a resolute spirit of self-
sacrifice in protecting the lives of his fellow marines. With his unit ambushed by an 
intense concentration of enemy mortar and small-arms fire, and suffering heavy 
casualties, he was forced to seek cover with the remaining members of the patrol in a 
nearby trench line. Determined to save his comrades when a hostile grenade was 
hurled into their midst, he unhesitatingly threw himself on the deadly missile 
absorbing the shattering violence of the exploding charge in his body and shielding 
his fellow marines from serious injury or death. Gravely wounded as a result of his 
heroic action, Pfc. Simanek, by his daring initiative and great personal valor in the 
face of almost certain death, served to inspire all who observed him and upheld the 
highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.



Slabinski, Britt K.
Rank: Senior Chief

Organization: U.S. Navy

Company:
Division:

Born: 1 December 1969, Northhampton, MA
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Springfield, MA

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 05/24/2018

Accredited To: Springfield, MA
Place / Date: Takur Ghar, Afghanistan, 

March 4, 2002

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while assigned to a Joint Task Force in support of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM. In the early 
morning of 4 March 2002, Senior Chief Special Warfare Operator Slabinski led a reconnaissance 
team to its assigned area atop a 10,000-foot snow-covered mountain. Their insertion helicopter 
was suddenly riddled with rocket-propelled grenades and small arms fire from previously 
undetected enemy positions. The crippled helicopter lurched violently and ejected one teammate 
onto the mountain before the pilots were forced to crash land in the valley far below. Senior Chief 
Slabinski boldly rallied his five remaining team members and marshalled supporting assets for an 
assault to rescue their stranded teammate. During reinsertion the team came under fire from 
three directions, and one teammate started moving uphill toward an enemy strongpoint. Without 
regard for his own safety, Senior Chief Slabinski charged directly toward enemy fire to join his 
teammate. Together, they fearlessly assaulted and cleared the first bunker they encountered. The 
enemy then unleashed a hail of machine gun fire from a second hardened position only twenty 
meters away. Senior Chief Slabinski repeatedly exposed himself to deadly fire to personally 
engage the second enemy bunker and orient his team’s fires in the furious, close-quarters 
firefight. Proximity made air support impossible, and after several teammates became casualties, 
the situation became untenable. Senior Chief Slabinski maneuvered his team to a more defensible 
position, directed air strikes in very close proximity to his team’s position, and requested 
reinforcements. As daylight approached, accurate enemy mortar fire forced the team further down 
the sheer mountainside. Senior Chief Slabinski carried a seriously wounded teammate through 
deep snow and led a difficult trek across precipitous terrain while calling in fire on the enemy, 
which was engaging the team from the surrounding ridges. Throughout the next 14 hours, Senior 
Chief Slabinski stabilized the casualties and continued the fight against the enemy until the hill 
was secured and his team was extracted. By his undaunted courage, bold initiative, leadership, 
and devotion to duty, Senior Chief Slabinski reflected great credit upon himself and upheld the 
highest traditions of the United States Naval Service.



SPRAYBERRY, JAMES M.
Rank: 1st Lieutenant
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company D, 5th Battalion

Division: 7th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division
Born: 24 April 1947, LaGrange, Ga.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Montgomery, Ala.

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/09/1969
Accredited To: Montgomery, AL

Place / Date: Republic of Vietnam, 25 April 1968

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Capt. Sprayberry, Armor, U.S. Army, distinguished himself by exceptional bravery while 
serving as executive officer of Company D. His company commander...of the men were wounded 
and separated from the main body of the company. A daylight attempt to rescue them was driven 
back by the well entrenched enemy's heavy fire. Capt. Sprayberry ...a volunteer night patrol to 
eliminate the intervening enemy bunkers and to relieve the surrounded element. The patrol soon 
began receiving enemy machinegun fire. Capt. Sprayberry quickly moved the men to protective 
cover and without regard for his own safety, crawled within close range of the bunker from which 
the fire was coming. He silenced the machinegun with a hand grenade. Identifying several l-man 
enemy positions nearby, Capt. Sprayberry immediately attacked them with the rest of his 
grenades. He crawled back for more grenades and when 2 grenades were thrown at his men from 
a position to the front, Capt. Sprayberry, without hesitation, again exposed himself and charged 
the enemy-held bunker killing its occupants with a grenade. Placing 2 men to cover his advance, 
he crawled forward and neutralized 3 more bunkers with grenades. Immediately thereafter, Capt. 
Sprayberry was surprised by an enemy soldier who charged from a concealed position. He killed 
the soldier with his pistol and with continuing disregard for the danger neutralized another enemy 
emplacement. Capt. Sprayberry then established radio contact with the isolated men, directing 
them toward his position. When the 2 elements made contact he organized his men into litter 
parties to evacuate the wounded. As the evacuation was nearing completion, he observed an 
enemy machinegun...a grenade. Capt. Sprayberry returned to the rescue party, established 
security, and moved to friendly lines with the wounded. This rescue operation, which lasted 
approximately 71/2 hours, saved the lives of many of his fellow soldiers. Capt. Sprayberry 
personally killed 12 enemy soldiers, eliminated 2 machineguns, and destroyed numerous enemy 
bunkers. Capt. Sprayberry's indomitable spirit and gallant action at great personal risk to his life 
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.



STUMPF, KENNETH E.
Rank: Staff Sergeant (then SPC 4)

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company C, 1st Battalion
Division: 35th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division

Born: 28 September 1944, Menasha, Wis.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Milwaukee, Wis.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 09/19/1968

Accredited To: Wisconsin
Place / Date: Near Duc Pho, Republic of Vietnam, 25 

April 1967

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at risk of his life above and beyond the 
call of duty. S/Sgt. Stumpf distinguished himself while serving as a squad leader of the 3d 
Platoon, Company C, on a search and destroy mission. As S/Sgt. Stumpf's company 
approached a village, it encountered a North Vietnamese rifle company occupying a well 
fortified bunker complex. During the initial contact, 3 men from his squad fell wounded in 
front of a hostile machinegun emplacement. The enemy's heavy volume of fire prevented 
the unit from moving to the aid of the injured men, but S/Sgt. Stumpf left his secure 
position in a deep trench and ran through the barrage of incoming rounds to reach his 
wounded comrades. He picked up 1 of the men and carried him back to the safety of the 
trench. Twice more S/Sgt. Stumpf dashed forward while the enemy turned automatic 
weapons and machineguns upon him, yet he managed to rescue the remaining 2 wounded 
squad members. He then organized his squad and led an assault against several enemy 
bunkers from which continuously heavy fire was being received. He and his squad 
successfully eliminated 2 of the bunker positions, but one to the front of the advancing 
platoon remained a serious threat. Arming himself with extra handgrenades, S/Sgt. Stumpf 
ran over open ground, through a volley of fire directed at him by a determined enemy, 
toward the machinegun position. As he reached the bunker, he threw a handgrenade
through the aperture. It was immediately returned by the occupants, forcing S/Sgt. Stumpf 
to take cover. Undaunted, he pulled the pins on 2 more grenades, held them for a few 
seconds after activation, then hurled them into the position, this time successfully 
destroying the emplacement. With the elimination of this key position, his unit was able to 
assault and overrun the enemy. S/Sgt. Stumpf's relentless spirit of aggressiveness, 
intrepidity, and ultimate concern for the lives of his men, are in the highest traditions of the 
military service and reflect great credit upon himself and the U.S. Army.



SWENSON, WILLIAM D.
Rank: Captain
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 

3rd Brigade Combat Team
Division: 10th Mountain

Born: November 2, 1978
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Ft. Benning, Georgia

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/15/2013

Accredited To:
Place / Date: Sep. 8, 2009, Ganjgal, Kunar

Province, Afghanistan

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty: Captain 
William D. Swenson distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty while serving as embedded advisor to the Afghan National Border Police, Task Force 
Phoenix, Combined Security Transition Command-Afghanistan in support of 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, during combat operations against an armed 
enemy in Kunar Province, Afghanistan on September 8, 2009. On that morning, more than 60 well-armed, 
well-positioned enemy fighters ambushed Captain Swenson's combat team as it moved on foot into the 
village of Ganjgal for a meeting with village elders. As the enemy unleashed a barrage of rocket-propelled 
grenade, mortar and machine gun fire, Captain Swenson immediately returned fire and coordinated and 
directed the response of his Afghan Border Police, while simultaneously calling in suppressive artillery fire 
and aviation support. After the enemy effectively flanked Coalition Forces, Captain Swenson repeatedly 
called for smoke to cover the withdrawal of the forward elements. Surrounded on three sides by enemy 
forces inflicting effective and accurate fire, Captain Swenson coordinated air assets, indirect fire support and 
medical evacuation helicopter support to allow for the evacuation of the wounded. Captain Swenson 
ignored enemy radio transmissions demanding surrender and maneuvered uncovered to render medical aid 
to a wounded fellow soldier. Captain Swenson stopped administering aid long enough to throw a grenade at 
approaching enemy forces, before assisting with moving the soldier for air evacuation. With complete 
disregard for his own safety, Captain Swenson unhesitatingly led a team in an unarmored vehicle into the 
kill zone, exposing himself to enemy fire on at least two occasions, to recover the wounded and search for 
four missing comrades. After using aviation support to mark locations of fallen and wounded comrades, it 
became clear that ground recovery of the fallen was required due to heavy enemy fire on helicopter landing 
zones. Captain Swenson�s team returned to the kill zone another time in a Humvee. Captain Swenson 
voluntarily exited the vehicle, exposing himself to enemy fire, to locate and recover three fallen Marines and 
one fallen Navy corpsman. His exceptional leadership and stout resistance against the enemy during six 
hours of continuous fighting rallied his teammates and effectively disrupted the enemy's assault. Captain 
William D. Swenson's extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, Task Force 
Phoenix, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division and the 
United States Army.



TAYLOR, JAMES 

ALLEN
Rank: 1st Lieutenant
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Troop B
Division: 1st Cavalry

Born: 31 December 1937, Arcata, Calif.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: San Francisco, Calif.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 11/19/1968

Accredited To: Arcata, CA

Place / Date: West of Que Son, Republic of 
Vietnam, 9 November 1967

Capt. Taylor, Armor, was serving as executive officer of Troop B, 1st Squadron. His troop was 
engaged in an attack on a fortified position west of Que Son when it came under intense 
enemy recoilless rifle, mortar, and automatic weapons fire from an enemy strong point located 
immediately to its front. One armored cavalry assault vehicle was hit immediately by recoilless 
rifle fire and all 5 crewmembers were wounded. Aware that the stricken vehicle was in grave 
danger of exploding, Capt. Taylor rushed forward and personally extracted the wounded to 
safety despite the hail of enemy fire and exploding ammunition. Within minutes a second 
armored cavalry assault vehicle was hit by multiple recoilless rifle rounds. Despite the 
continuing intense enemy fire, Capt. Taylor moved forward on foot to rescue the wounded 
men from the burning vehicle and personally removed all the crewmen to the safety of a 
nearby dike. Moments later the vehicle exploded. As he was returning to his vehicle, a bursting 
mortar round painfully wounded Capt. Taylor, yet he valiantly returned to his vehicle to 
relocate the medical evacuation landing zone to an area closer to the front lines. As he was 
moving his vehicle, it came under machinegun fire from an enemy position not 50 yards away. 
Capt. Taylor engaged the position with his machinegun, killing the 3-man crew. Upon arrival at 
the new evacuation site, still another vehicle was struck. Once again Capt. Taylor rushed 
forward and pulled the wounded from the vehicle, loaded them aboard his vehicle, and 
returned them safely to the evacuation site. His actions of unsurpassed valor were a source of 
inspiration to his entire troop, contributed significantly to the success of the overall assault on 
the enemy position, and were directly responsible for saving the lives of a number of his fellow 
soldiers. His actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the military profession and 
reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.



THACKER, BRIAN MILES
Rank: First Lieutenant
Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Battery A, 1st Battalion

Division: 92d Artillery
Born: 25 April 1945, Columbus, Ohio

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Salt Lake City, UT

G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/15/1973
Accredited To: Salt Lake City, UT

Place / Date: Kontum Province, Republic of 
Vietnam, 31 March 1971

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty. 1st Lt. Thacker, Field Artillery, Battery A, distinguished himself while 
serving as the team leader of an Integrated Observation System collocated with elements 
of 2 Army of the Republic of Vietnam units at Fire Base 6. A numerically superior North 
Vietnamese Army force launched a well-planned, dawn attack on the small, isolated, hilltop 
fire base. Employing rockets, grenades, flame-throwers, and automatic weapons, the 
enemy forces penetrated the perimeter defenses and engaged the defenders in hand-to-
hand combat. Throughout the morning and early afternoon, 1st Lt. Thacker rallied and 
encouraged the U.S. and Republic of Vietnam soldiers in heroic efforts to repulse the 
enemy. He occupied a dangerously exposed observation position for a period of 4 hours 
while directing friendly air strikes and...against the assaulting enemy forces. His personal 
bravery and inspired leadership enabled the outnumbered friendly forces to inflict a 
maximum of casualties on the attacking enemy forces and prevented the base from being 
overrun. By late afternoon, the situation had become untenable. 1st Lt. Thacker organized 
and directed the withdrawal of the remaining friendly forces. With complete disregard for 
his safety, he remained inside the perimeter alone to provide covering fire with his M-16 
rifle until all other friendly forces had escaped from the besieged fire base. Then, in an act 
of supreme courage, he called for friendly artillery fire on his own position to allow his 
comrades more time to withdraw safely from the area and, at the same time, inflict even 
greater casualties on the enemy forces. Although wounded and unable to escape from the 
area himself, he successfully eluded the enemy forces for 8 days until friendly forces 
regained control of the fire base. The extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by 
1st Lt. Thacker were an inspiration to his comrades and are in the highest traditions of the 
military service.



THORNTON, MICHAEL 

EDWIN
Rank: Petty Officer
Organization: U.S. Navy

Company:
Division:

Born: 23 March 1949, Greenville, S.C.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: Spartanburg, S.C.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: October 15, 1973

Accredited To:

Place / Date: Republic of Vietnam, 31 October 1972

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while participating in a daring operation against enemy forces. PO Thornton, as Assistant U.S. 
Navy Advisor, along with a U.S. Navy lieutenant serving as Senior Advisor, accompanied a 3-man 
Vietnamese Navy SEAL patrol on an intelligence gathering and prisoner capture operation against 
an enemy-occupied naval river base. Launched from a Vietnamese Navy junk in a rubber boat, 
the patrol reached land and was continuing on foot toward its objective when it suddenly came 
under heavy fire from a numerically superior force. The patrol called in naval gunfire support and 
then engaged the enemy in a fierce firefight, accounting for many enemy casualties before 
moving back to the waterline to prevent encirclement. Upon learning that the Senior Advisor had 
been hit by enemy fire and was was believed to be dead, PO Thornton returned through a hail of 
fire to the lieutenant's last position; quickly disposed of 2 enemy soldiers about to overrun the 
position, and succeeded in removing the seriously wounded and unconscious Senior Naval 
Advisor to the water's edge. He then inflated the lieutenant's lifejacket and towed him seaward 
for approximately 2 hours until picked up by support craft. By his extraordinary courage and 
perseverance, PO Thornton was directly responsible for saving the life of his superior officer and 
enabling the safe extraction of all patrol members, thereby upholding the highest traditions of 
the U.S. Naval Service.



VARGAS, JAY R.
Rank: Captain

Organization: U.S. Marine Corps

Company: Company G, 2d Battalion
Division: 4th Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious 

Brigade
Born: 29 July 1940, Winslow, Ariz.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Winslow, Ariz.
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 05/14/1970
Accredited To: Winslow, AZ

Place / Date: Dai Do, Republic of Vietnam, 30 

April to 2 May 1968

Rank and organization: Major (then Capt.), U.S. Marine Corps, Company G, 2d Battalion, 4th 
Marines, 9th Marine Amphibious Brigade. Place and date: Dai Do, Republic of Vietnam, 30 April 
to 2 May 1968. Entered service at: Winslow, Ariz. Born: 29 July 1940, Winslow, Ariz. Citation: 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty 
while serving as commanding officer, Company G, in action against enemy forces from 30 April 
to 2 May 1968. On 1 May 1968, though suffering from wounds he had incurred while relocating 
his unit under heavy enemy fire the preceding day, Maj. Vargas combined Company G with two 
other companies and led his men in an attack on the fortified village of Dai Do. Exercising 
expert leadership, he maneuvered his marines across 700 meters of open rice paddy while 
under intense enemy mortar, rocket and artillery fire and obtained a foothold in two hedgerows 
on the enemy perimeter, only to have elements of his company become pinned down by the 
intense enemy fire. Leading his reserve platoon to the aid of his beleaguered men, Maj. Vargas 
inspired his men to renew their relentless advance, while destroying a number of enemy 
bunkers. Again wounded by grenade fragments, he refused aid as he moved about the 
hazardous area reorganizing his unit into a strong defense perimeter at the edge of the village. 
Shortly after the objective was secured the enemy commenced a series of counterattacks and 
probes which lasted throughout the night but were unsuccessful as the gallant defenders of 
Company G stood firm in their hard-won enclave. Reinforced the following morning, the 
marines launched a renewed assault through Dai Do on the village of Dinh To, to which the 
enemy retaliated with a massive counterattack resulting in hand to hand combat. Maj. Vargas 
remained in the open, encouraging and rendering assistance to his marines when he was hit 
for the third time in the 3-day battle. Observing his battalion commander sustain a serious 
wound, he disregarded his excruciating pain, crossed the fire swept area and carried his 
commander to a covered position, then resumed supervising and encouraging his men while 
simultaneously assisting in organizing the battalion's perimeter defense. His gallant actions 
uphold the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the U.S. Naval Service.



WEST, ERNEST E.
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company L
Division: 14th Infantry Regiment, 25th Infantry 

Division
Born: 2 September 1931, Russell, Ky.

Departed: No

Entered Service At: Wurtland, KY
G.O. Number: 7

Date of Issue: 01/12/1954
Accredited To: Wurtland, KY

Place / Date: Near Sataeri, Korea, 12 October 

1952

Pfc. West distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry above and beyond the call of 
duty in action against the enemy. He voluntarily accompanied a contingent to locate 
and destroy a reported enemy outpost. Nearing the objective, the patrol was 
ambushed and suffered numerous casualties. Observing his wounded leader lying in an 
exposed position, Pfc. West ordered the troops to withdraw, then braved intense fire to 
reach and assist him. While attempting evacuation, he was attacked by 3 hostile 
soldiers employing grenades and small-arms fire. Quickly shifting his body to shelter 
the officer, he killed the assailants with his rifle, then carried the helpless man to 
safety. He was critically wounded and lost an eye in this action. but courageously 
returned through withering fire and bursting shells to assist the wounded. While 
evacuating 2 comrades, he closed with and killed 3 more of the foe. Pfc. West's 
indomitable spirit, consummate valor, and intrepid actions inspired all who observed 
him, reflect the highest credit on himself, and uphold the honored traditions of the 
military service.



WETZEL, GARY GEORGE
Rank: Private First Class

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: 173d Assault Helicopter Company
Division:

Born: 29 September 1947, South Milwaukee, Wis.
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Milwaukee, Wis.

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 11/19/1968

Accredited To: Milwaukee, WI
Place / Date: Near Ap Dong An, Republic of Vietnam, 

8 January 1968

Sp4c. Wetzel, 173d Assault Helicopter Company, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry 
and intrepidity at the risk of his life. above and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. Wetzel was 
serving as door gunner aboard a helicopter which was part of an insertion force trapped in a 
landing zone by intense and deadly hostile fire. Sp4c. Wetzel was going to the aid of his 
aircraft commander when he was blown into a rice paddy and critically wounded by 2 enemy 
rockets that exploded just inches from his location. Although bleeding profusely due to the loss 
of his left arm and severe wounds in his right arm, chest, and left leg, Sp4c. Wetzel staggered 
back to his original position in his gun-well and took the enemy forces under fire. His 
machinegun was the only weapon placing effective fire on the enemy at that time. Through a 
resolve that overcame the shock and intolerable pain of his injuries, Sp4c. Wetzel remained at 
his position until he had eliminated the automatic weapons emplacement that had been 
inflicting heavy casualties on the American troops and preventing them from moving against 
this strong enemy force. Refusing to attend his own extensive wounds, he attempted to return 
to the aid of his aircraft commander but passed out from loss of blood. Regaining 
consciousness, he persisted in his efforts to drag himself to the aid of his fellow crewman. 
After an agonizing effort, he came to the side of the crew chief who was attempting to drag 
the wounded aircraft commander to the safety of a nearby dike. Unswerving in his devotion to 
his fellow man, Sp4c. Wetzel assisted his crew chief even though he lost consciousness once 
again during this action. Sp4c. Wetzel displayed extraordinary heroism in his efforts to aid his 
fellow crewmen. His gallant actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. 
Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.



WHITE, KYLE J.
Rank: Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army

Company: Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne)
Division: 503d Infantry, 173d Airborne Brigade

Born: March 27, 1987
Departed: No

Entered Service At: Seattle, Washington

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 05/13/2014

Accredited To: Washington
Place / Date: November 9, 2007, Aranas, Afghanistan

Specialist Kyle J. White distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of 
his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a radio telephone operator with 
Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne Brigade, during 
combat operations against an armed enemy in Nuristan Province, Afghanistan on November 9, 
2007. On that day, Specialist White and his comrades were returning to Bella Outpost from a 
shura with Aranas Village elders. As the soldiers traversed a narrow path surrounded by 
mountainous, rocky terrain, they were ambushed by enemy forces from elevated positions. 
Pinned against a steep mountain face, Specialist White and his fellow soldiers were completely 
exposed to enemy fire. Specialist White returned fire and was briefly knocked unconscious 
when a rocket-propelled grenade impacted near him. When he regained consciousness, 
another round impacted near him, embedding small pieces of shrapnel in his face. Shaking off 
his wounds, Specialist White noticed one of his comrades lying wounded nearby. Without 
hesitation, Specialist White exposed himself to enemy fire in order to reach the soldier and 
provide medical aid. After applying a tourniquet, Specialist White moved to an injured Marine, 
similarly providing aid and comfort until the Marine succumbed to his wounds. Specialist White 
then returned to the soldier and discovered that he had been wounded again. Applying his 
own belt as an additional tourniquet, Specialist White was able to stem the flow of blood and 
save the soldier's life. Noticing that his and the other soldier's radios were inoperative, 
Specialist White exposed himself to enemy fire yet again in order to secure a radio from a 
deceased comrade. He then provided information and updates to friendly forces, allowing 
precision airstrikes to stifle the enemy's attack and ultimately permitting medical evacuation 
aircraft to rescue him, his fellow soldiers, Marines and Afghan Army soldiers. Specialist Kyle J. 
White's extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, 
Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne Brigade and the 
United States Army.



WILLIAMS, HERSHEL 

WOODROW
Rank: Corporal
Organization: U.S. Marine Corps

Company:
Division: 21st Marines, 3d Marine Division

Born: 2 October 1923, Quiet Dell, W. Va.

Departed: No
Entered Service At: West Virginia

G.O. Number:
Date of Issue: 10/05/1945

Accredited To: West Virginia

Place / Date: Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 23 
February 1945

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of 
duty as demolition sergeant serving with the 21st Marines, 3d Marine Division, in action 
against enemy Japanese forces on Iwo Jima, Volcano Islands, 23 February 1945. Quick to 
volunteer his services when our tanks were maneuvering vainly to open a lane for the 
infantry through the network of reinforced concrete pillboxes, buried mines, and black 
volcanic sands, Cpl. Williams daringly went forward alone to attempt the reduction of 
devastating machinegun fire from the unyielding positions. Covered only by 4 riflemen, he 
fought desperately for 4 hours under terrific enemy small-arms fire and repeatedly returned 
to his own lines to prepare demolition charges and obtain serviced flamethrowers, struggling 
back, frequently to the rear of hostile emplacements, to wipe out 1 position after another. On 
1 occasion, he daringly mounted a pillbox to insert the nozzle of his flamethrower through the 
air vent, killing the occupants and silencing the gun; on another he grimly charged enemy 
riflemen who attempted to stop him with bayonets and destroyed them with a burst of flame 
from his weapon. His unyielding determination and extraordinary heroism in the face of 
ruthless enemy resistance were directly instrumental in neutralizing one of the most 
fanatically defended Japanese strong points encountered by his regiment and aided vitally in 
enabling his company to reach its objective. Cpl. Williams' aggressive fighting spirit and 
valiant devotion to duty throughout this fiercely contested action sustain and enhance the 
highest traditions of the U.S. Naval Service.



WILLIAMS, MATTHEW O.
Rank: Sergeant

Organization: U.S. Army

Company:
Division: Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force 

- Afghanistan
Born: 3 October 1981, Boerne, Texas

Departed: No

Entered Service At:
G.O. Number:

Date of Issue: 10/30/2019
Accredited To:

Place / Date: Shok Valley, Nuristan Province, 

Afghanistan, 6 April 2008

Sergeant Williams was part of an assault element inserted by helicopter into a location in Afghanistan. 
As the assault element was moving up a mountain toward its objective, intense enemy machine gun, 
sniper, and rocket-propelled grenade fire engaged it. The lead portion of the assault element, which 
included the ground commander, sustained several casualties and became pinned down on the sheer 
mountainside. Sergeant Williams, upon hearing that the lead element had sustained casualties and 
was in danger of being overrun, braved intense enemy fire to lead a counter-attack across a valley of 
ice-covered boulders and a fast-moving, ice cold, and waist-deep river. Under withering fire, Sergeant 
Williams and his local national commandos fought up the terraced mountainside to the besieged 
element. Arriving at the lead element’s position, Sergeant Williams arrayed his Afghan commandos to 
provide suppressive fire, which kept the insurgent fighters from overrunning the position. When the 
Team Sergeant was wounded, Sergeant Williams braved enemy fire once again to provide buddy-aid 
and to move the Team Sergeant down the sheer mountainside to the casualty collection point. 
Sergeant Williams then fought and climbed his way back up the mountainside to help defend the lead 
assault element that still had several serious casualties in need of evacuation. Sergeant Williams 
directed suppressive fire and exposed himself to enemy fire in order to reestablish the team’s critical 
satellite radio communications. He then assisted with moving the wounded down the near-vertical 
mountainside to the casualty collection point. Noting that the collection point was about to be overrun 
by enemy fighters, Sergeant Williams led the Afghan commandos in a counter-attack that lasted for 
several hours. When helicopters arrived to evacuate the wounded, Sergeant Williams again exposed 
himself to enemy fire, carrying and loading casualties onto the helicopters while continuing to direct 
commando firepower to suppress numerous insurgent positions. His actions enabled the patrol to 
evacuate wounded and dead comrades without further casualties. Sergeant Williams’ complete 
disregard for his own safety and his concern for the safety of his teammates ensured the survival of 
four critically wounded soldiers and prevented the lead element of the assault force from being 
overrun by the enemy. Sergeant Williams' actions are in keeping with the finest traditions of military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, Combined Joint Special Operations Task Force-
Afghanistan, Special Operations Command Central, and the United States Army.


